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CARRYING THE F

At Southern Arkansas University, the flame
represents the traditions that have been
shining for more than 100 years. It's the
people of SAU - the Muleriders - who are
Carrying the Flame today.
We dedicate this Mulerider yearbook to
the Muleriders who make SAU what it is:
a university with a family-like atmosphere
where students enjoy hands-on learning
and an active campus life that rounds out
the Complete College Experience.

you go through the pages of this
on of the Mulerider, which covers
:.AJ1gust 2011 through July 2012, you will see

euve featured Muleriders who represent
all aspects of the SAU experience. These
Muleriders are Carrying the Flame of
traditions that SAU has become known
for, and we are certain they will continue
to make SAU proud as they carry the
Mnlerider spirit with them as alums
wherever their lives may take them.

E

Tyler Sykora leads the Mulerider football
team as quarterback, and he exhibits the
Mulerider spirit on and off the field. At
the dedication of the new weight training
facility, Sykora impressed those who had
gathered and made his coach and SAU
proud as he eloquently thanked the Ribble
family for their continued generosity.

Bronwyn Sneed, director of financial aid
at SAU, was honored with the Magnolia
Chamber of Commerce Employee of the
Year Award on March 29, 2012, for her
strength, loyalty, and character - traits
that dedicated Mulerider staffers have
exhibited since this school's inception.
Xi "Western" Wu became a Mulerider
alum at the May commencement. He
journeyed from Wuhu, China to study at
SAU, and the personality and work-ethic
he brought with him will make him be
long remembered.

Shaun Smith became one of the fan favorites on CMT's Sweet Home Alabama,
traveled the country doing press for the
show, and signed thousands of autographs ... all while dealing with the tragic
loss of his roping partner and long-time
friend - his horse, Credit Card.

CARRYING THE F
Taylor Brown is among the many Muleriders who's commitment to the community and drive to give back earned SAU a
spot on the President's Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll for the
fourth year in a row in 2011. Brown volunteers at the Columbia County Animal
Protection Society, and hopes to use the
business degree she is earning at SAU to
help her run an orphanage someday.
Steve Ochs and Shawn Krosnick both
continued to show this school how SAU
faculty members work hand-in-hand
with their students. Ochs, professor of
art, trusted senior Dustin Owen with a
capstone project that was close to home:

illustrating a children's book written by
Ochs' wife, Kerri. Krosnick, assistant
professor of biology, as a part of a collaborative research grant awarded
by the National Science Foundation,
traveled with a lucky SAU Honors
College student, Majesta Miles, along
the southeastern coast of Australia for
five weeks in the summer of 2011
studying pollination of passionflowers.
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The College of Business's theme is "Expect
Excellence," and that seems to resonate through the
work of their professors, esteemed guest lecturers,
students and student organizations.
In July 2011 , the traditionally successful Phi Beta
Lambda chapter attended the National Leadership
Conference in Orlando, Fla., where it was recognized
as a National Outstanding Chapter.
Eleven chapter members and adviser Traci Hughes
attended the four-day conference, which included
numerous leadership workshops , national competitive
events, and national officer elections. Members attending included: Adam Choate and Valerie Smith from El
Dorado; Kayla Samples, Amanda Watson and Hannah
Harrington from Emerson ; Deana Hughes from Arkadelphia; Brittany Holleman from Prescott; Tommy Clark from
Malvern ; Lauren Mitchell from Camden; Cacilie Lane
from Kingsland and Derek Fletcher from Magnolia.

In October 201 0,
profit student ee
hold an organ
newly established

more about the
The group's successes at the conference are a clear reflection of their ongoing efforts on campus. For example,
2011-12 marked the second consecutive year PBL
students from SAU sought donations of diapers to meet
the needs of families in Columbia County. PBL collected
more than 4,200 diapers in the "Every Little Bottom" diaper drive in 2010. In 2011 , the group upped the ante with
6,134 diapers collected in a drive that spanned October.
Of the diapers collected in 2011, 500 were given to the
Mulerider Pantry for distribution directly to SAU students
and the rest went to the Arkansas Diaper Depot.

ricedepot.org.

Reggie Rasmus
poses with Dean
Lisa Toms .

Rachel Gideon, facing from left, Hannah Adams and Andria Nance enjoy a roundtable discussion as a part of the Education Mentoring
e Education Mentoring Program was created to allow students entering the Early Childhood program a senior mentor to help guide them ,
with support and develop relationships. Senior members in the Early Childhood program are given a Block I, junior level student which
ntor for one year. This provides the senior level student an opportunity to be a leader as well as providing the junior level student with a
system .

(BELOW) Amber Fleming
facilitates and provides
support to visiting
elementary students as
they play a math game.

The College of Education 's honor society,
Kappa Delta Pi, inducted new members on
April 3, 2012. The group on the left are the
graduate student inductees, while the group
on the right are the new undergraduate
members.
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Dr. Trey Berry was named dean of the College of Liberal and Performing Arts and oversaw a busy 2011-12 year for the College.
"I'm a big believer in educational experiences beyond the classroom ," he said .
Berry came to SAU from the Department of Arkansas Heritage
where he served as deputy director for two years. He previously
worked at Ouachita Baptist University from 1989 until 2007 and the
University of Arkansas at Monticello where he served as dean of
social and behavioral sciences.

Theatre students Amanda Cannon and Christian Williams
accompanied professor Clayton Guiltner in October to New
York. The students performed in "The Hairy Ape" under the
direction of Guiltner.

LPA had many highlights for the year:
Dr. Robert Gean Jones was the inaugural speaker on
September 12, 2011 , for the Lois Gean Kelly Lectureship in the
Humanities. The lectureship was established with an anonymous
gift made through the Southern Arkansas University Foundation and
Magale Library. Jones spoke on the topic "What it is to be human in
the Bible."
Dr. John A. Kirk delivered the Robert B. Walz Lecture in
Arkansas and Regional History on October 4, 2011. His presentation
was tilled "Arsnick: The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
in Arkansas ."
Michael Borshuk presented "How to Look at Jazz and Why
it Matters" in an installment of the Kathleen Mallory Distinguished
Lecture Series on October 18, 2011 . Borshuk is associate professor of African American literature at Texas Tech University. He is
the author of Swinging the Vernacular: Jazz and African American
Modernist Literature, which won the 2008 President's Book Award at
Texas Tech for Outstanding Faculty Publication.
Two theatre majors from Southern Arkansas University
performed on stage in New York City. Junior theatre major Amanda
Cannon of Drasco and sophomore theatre major Christian Williams
of Hope were cast in a staged reading of the impressionistic classic
play "The Hairy Ape" by Eugene O' Neill. The performance was
October 21 , 2011 , at the Birdge Theatre in New York. Cannon and
Williams performed under the direction of Clayton Guiltner, who was
commissioned by the Sanguine Theatre Company of New York to
direct this staged reading commemorating the birthday of the famous
playwright, Eugene O'Neil. Guiltner directed a cast of 14 professional actors from New York, along with Cannon and Williams. In
early September, Guiltner held a special audition for SAU theatre
students who were interested in the roles. Students who auditioned
were required to perform a memorized monologue, provide an acting
resume , and write an essay explaining why they felt the trip would
benefit their career. Funding for the student's trip was provided from
the College of Liberal and Performing Arts as well as the Department
of Theatre and Mass Communication.

Jenny Wingfield, a 1969 graduate of Southern Arkansas
· ersity {then Southern State College), signed copies of her debut
el during the University's 2011 homecoming festivities. Wingfield
also presented a workshop titled "So you want to be a writer? Writing
screenplays and novels and how to get them published," Wingfield
e at the Golden Mulerider Breakfast, and was available to sign
:x,o s during Mulegating at the SAU Welcome Center.
John Ragsdale is known throughout Arkansas as one of
greatest promoters of Arkansas history and was honored for
:na legacy at SAU . The Southern Arkansas University Foundation
::,egan raising funds to complete the John G. and Dora J. Ragsdale
= owed Chair of Arkansas Studies. The endowed chair will be the
"rs! of its kind in Arkansas and the first endowed chair in the College
·beral and Performing Arts.
The College of Liberal and Performing Arts hosted "The
ate Reality Project," presented by Dr. Anna Hill, associate pro~ r of biology at the University of Louisiana - Monroe. The presentation took place November 16, 2011 . Hill is a certified presenter
e Climate Project, founded and chaired by former Vice President
Gore. She addressed questions of whether or not climate change
real and whether it is caused by humans.
Dr. Jermaine M. McDonald , a Ph .D. candidate from Emory
· ersity, presented the spring 2012 Kathleen Mallory Distinguished
..ecture March 6, 2012. McDonald was formerly the associate minisof Christian education at the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church in
nta , home church of Dr. Martin Luther King , Jr. He delivered an
engaging lecture drawn from his research on the topic "The Canon- lion of Martin Lither King , Jr. - Collective Memory, Civil Religion ,
the Reconstruction of an American Hero."

The Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences at
SAU hosted "The Clothesline Project" on April 11 , 2012, on the mall
area of the SAU campus. "The Clothesline Project" is a traveling
exhibit of approximately 300 hand decorated items of clothing , each
representing a life lost due to domestic violence in Arkansas over the
past 10 years. The display serves as a lasting memory of the problems and issues surrounding domestic violence. This was the fifth
year that the project has traveled to the SAU campus. SAU students
and faculty assisted in arranging and repacking the display both
days. Dr. Chrisanne Christensen, associate professor of psychology, said that the Clothesline project is an educational presentation,
allowing the students and others to learn about issues related to all
types domestic violence. The exhibit was sponsored by Christensen ,
Social Psychology students, and the Arkansas Coalition Against
Domestic Violence.
Area residents had the opportunity to view films created by
SAU students during a screening May 2, 2012, in Foundation Hall .
The program featured the work of the Advanced Digital Cinema:
Nonfiction and Intermediate Digital Cinema classes. There was also
a special screening of "ReMeshes of the Afternoon" - a tribute piece
to Maya Deren's classic experimental film "Meshes in the Afternoon. "
Dr. Svetlana Paulson led a European Study Trip in May
2012. A total of 18 SAU students and members of the Magnolia community participated . They traveled to WWII sites in Belgium , France ,
and Germany.

These theatre students may appear bruised and battered , but the smiles on their faces tell the true story
-- they are done with their mock
drunk driving accident-victim roles
and are headed to remove makeup.
Pictured, from left, are Christina
Wilson, Amanda Cannon, Matthew
Wise, Nevin Edmundson,
and Abbey Taylor.

SAU STUDENTS SING AT

CARNEGIE HALL
In the spring of 2011, Manhattan Concert Productions
(MCP) extended singers from SAU an opportunity to prepare Maurice Durufle's "Requiem" to be performed at New
York's famed Carnegie Hall. A group of 38 Heritage Singers
and Chamber Singers ensembles committed substantial
time and financial resources to take advantage of this offer,
and their efforts were rewarded with a once-in-a-lifetime
experience during the spring 2012 semester.
Dr. Alan Raines , Director of Choral Activities at Baylor
University, conducted the Sunday performance. A daily
rehearsal schedule of three to four hours in the morning
allowed plenty of time to take in the sights, sounds, and
tastes of the Big Apple. The Sunday, April 15, 2012, performance was well-received by the Carnegie Hall audience,
and the singers were then treated to a midnight cruise
on the Hudson River to the Statue of Liberty, along with
refreshments, a DJ , and a dance floor.
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While the students had the responsibility of paying for the
trip, the SAU administration supported the endeavor with its
financial resources as well.
"The singers who were fortunate to have been able to perform this work, in this venue, will never be the same, " said
David DeSeguirant. "They have SAU to thank!"

LPA2011-12

OUTSTANDING
STUDENT AWARDS

Tyler Orsak, right, receives the
Outstanding Student award for the
Department of Art and Design from
Dan May.

Ashley Patterson, right, receives the
Outstanding Student award for the
Department of Behavioral and Social
Sciences from Jessica Ronk.

Robert Willis, right, receives the
Outstanding Student award for the
Department of History, Political Science
and Geography from Claudell Woods.

Tammy
Sims, left,
receives the
Master of
Public
Administration
Outstanding Student
award from
Dr. Lind
Blake

Jill Fennell, right, receives
the Outstanding Student
award for the Department
of English and Foreign
Languages from Dr. James
Ulmer.

Jennifer Martinez,
left, receives
the Outstanding
Student award for
the Department of
Theatre and Mass
Communication
from Marek Dojs.
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Dr. Jeffry Miller, chair of the Department of Agriculture , tells the crowd at the
Agriculture Center topping out ceremony on April 10, 2012 , how important
this new facility will be for the future of agriculture at SAU .

(ABOVE) Zebulon Prothro, left, and Justin Wiedower sign
the beam that topped out the new Agriculture Center.
(RIGHT) Groundbreaking for the Agriculture Center was held on March 8, 2012.
Pictured , from left, are O.A. "Buddy" Franks
and Edgar O. Lee of the SAU Board of
Trustees ; Dr. Jeffry Miller, chair of the
Department of Agriculture ; Justin Wiedower,
SAU agri student; Dr. David Rankin ; Chair
of the SAU Board Ronald L. Ribble; and
board members Kenneth "Ken " W. Sibley
and William R. "Bill" Stringfellow.

New Agriculture Center takes roots
Southern Arkansas University broke ground for the new Agriculture
Center on March 8 and the final piece of the steel skeleton was placed
during a topping out ceremony on April 10.
The Agriculture Center is a two-story academic building designed to
accommodate the ever-increasing high-tech needs of the agricultural
industry. The building is modeled after the University Science Center
in many ways, but it is unique unto itself as it is driven by specific
programming needs. The facility will house a large lecture hall , classrooms , laboratories, faculty offices , and a large pavilion .
The total heated space of the Agriculture Center will be 30,557 square
feet - about half the size of the Science Center - and the pavilion will
add another 60' x 75' area onto the rear of the building .
"The addition of this wonderful facility will allow the department to
strengthen and intensify our agriculture programs," said Dr. Jef-

fry Miller, chair of SAU's Department of Agriculture. "For years our
agricultural industries have provided a bountiful supply of food and
fiber for this nation and for export. Our graduates have played very
important roles in providing this abundance, and to continue this trend
we must teach students the methods of increasing agricultural yields
while limiting the footprint of agriculture on our environment. Our new
Agriculture Center will provide us the infrastructure to accomplish
these tasks."
Construction of the Agriculture Center is part of the University's Blue
and Gold Vision master plan . The plan was implemented in 2004 and
began with the construction of the Donald W. Reynolds Campus and
Community Center. To date, more than $73 million in new construction
and renovations have taken place on the SAU campus as part of the
Blue and Gold Vision.

Dr. James Rasmussen
gives aJecture during
his last semester in the
f biology department.
He retired June 30 after
21 years at SAU .

PREPARING
Future Health Professionals
From the graduating class of 2012,
SAU celebrates 18 graduates
were accepted into highly competitive
health-related and Ph.D. programs.

Laura Reed
Mississippi State University
College of Veterinary Medicine

Louisiana State University
School of Veterinary Medicine

University of Tennessee
College of Veterinary Medicine

Jeremy Greene
Louisiana State University
School of Veterinary Medicine

Tyler Brown

Jamie Bryant

Tyler Chafin

Baptist Health Schools
Nuclear Medicine

Harding University
Physician Assist.

Univ. of Ark .
Ph.D. in Genetics

Susan Ha~nes

Baptist Health chools
Medical Techno logy

'~

Heather Luck

Meredith Machen

Morgan McRae

Univ. of Central Ark.
Physical Therapy

Baptist Health Schools
Nuclear Medicine

Baptist Health Schools
Nuclear Medicine

Not pictured

Johnallen Lee
SouthArk
Medical Lab Scientist

Kyla McCain
Univ. of Ark. for Medical

Sciences
Pharmacy

Brant Roberts

John Thornsberry

Amanda Ward

Univ. of Ark.
Pharmacy

Univ. of Ark.
Pharmacy

Xi Wu

Harding Univ.
Physical Therapy

Kels';X, Maloch

Purdue Univ.
Ph .D. in Biochemistry

Har mg Univ.
Physical Therapy

Graduate Feature
by Toni Walthall
The written word has been as vital a part of her life as breathing or food . Whether she is devouring them from cover to
cover or organizing them into thoughtful haiku , intriguing plots
or complicated story lines, words are her medium.
"Growing up in New Brunswick [Canada] , I always wanted to
be something and a writer - a doctor, astronomer, a teacher,
etc. , and a writer, but I always knew I wanted to be a writer,"
she said . "I wanted to be a horror story writer from the getgo."
Her first attempt at horror writing was in the second grade.
"It was about a toy kite named Amy, who loved the sun
because it kept her warm . She was struck by lightning and
burned to death ," Doucet-Brice said , with a chuckle. "It's all
my brain could process of horror at the time ."
A chance meeting with an SAU alum while teaching in South
Korea would change her future and connect the dots between
this restless, intelligent, literature-loving world traveler and
SAU . Jared Brice and his southern drawl captured her heart
and imagination . After completing seven years of teaching in
East Asia, Doucet-Brice traveled back to Arkansas with her
fiance , where they married . After touring around South Korea ,
Thailand , Cambodia , Laos and Vietnam , her first impression
of the "Natural State" was one of comfortable surprise .
"We traveled so long to get here. I didn 't know what to expect.
The accent differences - I had difficulty understanding at
first, but someone had coffee ready. That made the transition
easier," she said , laughing at the memory.
Doucet-Brice doesn't collect dust, personally or academically.
The University of New Brunswick graduate was ready to get
to work on continuing her education.

Hearing her husband talk of his positive experience at SAU
prompted Doucet-Brice to look more intently at the SAU
website.
"The information on the SAU site was detailed and clear.

They were enthusiastic and helpful when I called. I got
the impression that instead of doing me a favor, they were
truly interested in having me," said Doucet-Brice. "The
initial contact had a lot to do with it. It set the tone for what
experience you expect to have."
Upon second contact the gracious response received
from Dr. Kim Bloss, dean of the School of Graduate Studies, and Secretary Gaye Calhoun bonded her to SAU .
Doucet-Brice is working on her Master of Arts in Teaching and a Master of Education in school counseling , while
she also works as a graduate assistant to the University's
website coordinator.
Unpleasant experiences with her own high school counselor and her seven years teaching in South Korea's
educational system motivated Doucet-Brice to take on the
second master's degree in school counseling - quite the
unexpected departure from what she envisioned herself
doing with her life when she was plotting it as a child.
"From experience, I know it makes a difference to have
strong support in schools by people who care, " she said.
"Social problems in schools in Korea are not addressed
as they are here. I felt helpless, and I hate that feeling . I
wanted to help, so once I got back here I found that I was
in a position to help. "
She has learned that opportunities come to people who
reach out to grasp them . A chance to try out for her favorite TV game show "Wheel of Fortune" landed her a coveted spot at the big , lighted wheel across from Pat Sajak
and Vanna White. Doucet-Brice and her skill with words
won the game, which aired in January. Though she lost
the final chance which would have garnered her $40,000,
the driven perfectionist didn't leave disappointed.
"I was thrilled that I got the chance," she said , with a smile
that always reaches her eyes. "I knocked another thing off
my bucket list."

SAU School of Graduate Studies
2011-12

At a Glance
Fall 2011 Enrollment
Programs
Largest Program
Program with most growth
December 2011 Graduates
May 2012 Graduates

Grads
by Toni Walthall

459
13
MBA
MAT

36
54
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Dr. Kim Bloss' first SK was the Honors Haul at Southern Arkansas University.
The event was part of a year-long fund raising effort to serve the Arkansas School for the
Bli nd and Visually Impaired . Combined with other efforts, "Fincher Hall Project" raised nearly
. 38,000 toward renovation, new equipment and materials for the Little Rock school. The results of SAU student-powered fundraising, combined with the hard work of Instruction Librarian Del Duke and Peggy Walters' graduate studies class for Library Media and Information
Specialist (LMIS), set a precedent at SAU .
In May 2012 , the Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind & Visually
Impaired bestowed upon Walter's LMIS class and Fincher Hall the "Arkansas Distinguished
Advocate Award" for outstanding contribution to the visually impaired. Dr. Bloss, Duke and
Michael Woods were among people accepting the awards on behalf of SAU entities at the
banquet. The acknowledgment is a
remi nder to Bloss of the event that
sta rted her love affair with SKs.

(ABOVE) Treasure
Williamson works with
a fellow student during
a class project.

"The Honors Haul was my very first
SK," said Bloss. "And I was hooked! I
compete with myself, always trying to
get a faster time than the previous SK. I
always like it when the money [from the
event] goes toward an important cause,
but I th ink I would do it anyway."
November 2011 , Bloss started training
for the Little Rock half-marathon - a
distance of 13.1 miles. Encouraged by
Bloss , graduate students began to join
with her. Greg Taylor, Zachary Seaton ,
Brad Stout, Shree Malakar and others
decided to run in the Little Rock event
as well.
So many SAU graduate students were
joining the fray that Bloss decided to
have custom T-shirts made for the
group to wear at the event. April 2012
brought a chance to participate in the
"Get Up & Glow 5K", the Greene Hall
and University Housing sponsored ,
night-time fundraising event, which
came with glow-in-the-dark T-shirt and
accessories.

(LEFT) Dr. Kim Bloss and
Shree Malakar from the
SAU School of Graduates Studies were on the
go in several 5K races in
2011 -12, along with other
graduate representatives.
(ABOVE/RIGHT) SAU
LMIS students renovate
the library at the Arkansas School for the Blind.

Kathy Cole, director of online learning for graduate studies, and Graduate Studies Secretary Gaye Calhoun started
joining Bloss as she checked events off her list when they rolled around on the calendar - the Blossom Festival 5K
in May, Malvern's Brickfest 5K in June, The Camden Barn Sale 5K in September, and, of course, Race for the Cure
in Little Rock.

The SAU Honors College reached full first-year
enrollment for the first time in its history in the Fall
of 2011 when it admitted 60 new students. Honors
College staff and volunteers helped those new
students move into Honors Hall. A pool party at the
Magnolia Country Club , catered by Marlar's Cafeteria , followed a few days later to help break the ice
and set the mood for the semester.
The next few weeks were marked by a fast-flowing
train of events. Dustin McDaniel, the attorney
general of Arkansas, gave the keynote address at
the annual Honors College matriculation ceremony.
The iPads for honors students enrolled in Honors
Seminar arrived and were distributed. Honors students attended a stunning performance by Chinese
acrobats at the Perot Theatre in Texarkana. Another

tr:iP followed, this one to Little Rock, where students

Director Kardas, honors faculty member Dr. Deborah Wi lson , and honors graduate assistant Suraj
anandhar traveled to Phoenix to present their
onors research to the National Collegiate Honors
Council , the national organization for Honors Programs and Colleges.
In the spring semester, the big news centered
around the renovation of Nelson 200 as the new
offices and lounge for the Honors College. Fresh
paint along with donated furniture and equipment
created a congenial lounge where honors students
ay relax between classes during the day, conduct
eetings, or simply drop in for a free drink or snack.
The other big news was the awarding of a $15,000
A SA grant to four students. They will conduct

original research on future job aspirations of undergraduate engineering students at public universities
in Arkansas. Also, several honors students received
travel grants for summer study or for honors semesters away from SAU . Destinations included the
Grand Canyon, Washington, D.C., Orlando, Chicago, and Detroit, where that student interned with
the Detroit Lions NFL team .
Future plans include foreign travel, hopefully to
Cuba, continuing to admit the maximum number
of new students possible (60), and starting Honors
programs or colleges at nearby community colleges. Nearby programs would allow SAU to recruit
honors students at the junior college level as well as
high school seniors.

New Muleriders watch the show at the annual
Freshman Steak Dinner in the Rider Rink.

Courtney
Anderson

Carrier

Hauwa
Daniel

Loren
Cochran

Taylor
Coleman

FRESHMEN

Justin
Gonzales

Thomas B.
Goodner

Kenia
Guillory

Karrie
Hargrave

Freshmen
of the Year were
Jessica Hickman ,
Early Childhood
Education major
from Camden , Ark.,
and Mitchell Bradford ,
Foreign Language Spanish Education
major from New
Edinburg , Ark.

Kevonte
Henderson

Jessica L.
Hickman

FRESHMEN

Daniel Eyitayo
lbinola

Yalile
Johnson

Sawyer
Kesterson

Shubhashree
Khadka

James
King

Norman E.
Landford Jr.

Aaron
Lasater

Tharius
Maiden

Donterris
Mallory

Daly
Marsh

Jana
Medlin

Cedric Mbongominga

Mikobi

Chelsea
Miller

Emily
Moyers

Logan
Owens

Jamarias
Sharp

Jugmen
Sherpa

Charmaine
Montgomery

Aurora
Romo

FRESHMEN

Jamonica
Shoals

Gretchen
Story

Lisa
Strickland

Patrick
Sullivan

Darcy
Wilson

De'Mario
Tatem

Sawyer
Stanton

Trey
Stargell

Julie
Taylor

Christopher
Terry

Tony
Alexander

Isaac
Allday

Kamara
Aubrey

Bremer

Daquesha
Daniels

Dana
Davis

I

Britney
Childs

Wesley
Cowling

Breanna
Cross

Angeneda
Curry

SOPHOMORES

Devonna
Fricks

-~::_l/
homos
umphrey

Dasja
Hunt

Kody
Kasper

Truitt
Key

Danielle C.
Iverson

Ashley
Jaggers

I

Sarah Madelyn
Jones

SOPHOMORES

Elizabeth
Roshell

Corey
Saulny

Antonina
Smith

DeMario
Thomas

Carey Windle, from left, Kaylee Vance and Cheyenne Meyer are
creeped out, or act as though they are , during a lip-sync performance.

Denise A.
Toland-Hoffbauer

SOPHOMORES

Sommer
Walker

Uniqua
Weathersby

Augustus
West

Students walk from the
Business and Science
buildings between classes.

Araya
Watkins

Hannah
Adams

Chad
Atchley

Bre 'Anna
Bailey

Scot
Bentz

Ryan
Blackwell

Tyler
Cornett

Jimmy
Cox

Cupp

Zoe

Bashan
Bohara

Deana
Hughes

Shambereka
Hughes

Sangeeta
Katuwal

Zack
Knight

Hayden
Kopplin

Michael
Kornegay

Margaret
Kubvaruno

Melissa
Letham

Jonathon
Loftin

Valerie
Maangi

Todd
Marchan

Carly
McCluskey

Kenneth
McIntyre

Rosalee Morton
Meeks

Christie
Messer

Majesta
Miles

Morgan
Miller

J.W.
Misenheimer

Nakarmi

Alexander
Novotny

Ashton
Pennywell

Robbie
Portman

Jacob
Pumphrey

Bendana
Roi
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JUNIORS

Ashley
Stewart

Amanda
Thurlkill

Cheri
Walker

Jessica Naomi
Walter

Tyler
Wa tson

Rachel Brown smiles
at friends in the stands
after a rainy halftime
performance with the
Mulerider Marching Band.

Ashley
White

Jordan White

Logan
Bennett

James Aaron
Brinkley

Brown

Burden

Burns

Morgan
Chance

Jennifer
Connor

T. Caylie
Covas

Elizabeth
Crowe

James Thomas
Culpepper

Tommy
Clark

Shivani
Dabadi

Davis

Cristina
Fiesel

Abhishek
Dixit

Laura Reed hugs
retiring professor
Dr. James Rasmussen
as Dr. Claude Baker
applauds during the
Biology Department's
Tri Beta ceremony.

SENIORS

Mikell Hammer
and other College
of Education students
are inducted into Kappa
Delta Pi, the national
honor society for
educators .

Rex
French

Courtney
Fricks

Larry
Graham

Derek
Hall

Keenan
Friday

Emilie
Garner

Jeremy
Greene

Nagma
Hamal

Mikell
Hammer

Lindsay
Givens

Alisha
Goodner

Jacquelyn
Gunter

Chris
Harris

Susan
Haynes

nyi "Hope" Guo and Director of International Services
Claudia Lyons pose for a photo at a ceremony honoring

ational graduates .

Joyce
Johnson

Joiner

Jennifer
Martinez

Director of the Employment Resource Center Wilma Williams
helps a student at the annual Career Day in Grand Hall.

\

Heidemann

Shakara
Henry

Shelby
Herring

Jasmyne
Jamerson

Micah
McCartney

Coloma
Obama-Sepahoco

Courtney
Raino

Raven
Randle

ompson

Amanda
Ward

Christina L.
Wilson

Char'lette
Yancey

Brant Roberts soars through the air
as he prepares to pelt a friend at
Spring Fling .

Amy
Mclarren

Aastik
Ranabhat

Angela
Scott

Graduate students
in the College of
Education prepare
to be inducted into
Kappa Delta Pi.

Nicole D.
Woods

Phillip Andrew
Story

Gr~
Taylor

Michael
White

Treasure
Williamson

- -•·V>-• Dr. Rankin behind the podium
tion Hall for one of his many
- . - ,.... introductions during the 2011-12
.a:.a!IN·c year.
e is not afraid to get his hands
e pu lls weeds from a flower bed
a cam pus cleanup day.

Southern Arkansas University's flame was carried high during the 2011-2012 academic year. It was a year of great success
beginni ng with a record fall enrollment and coming to a close by sending out another class of outstanding graduates.
Along the way we celebrated many milestones. Members of the University community came together to complete many
tasks ranging from accreditation requirements to campus clean up, and we can see the evidence of their hard work today.
SAU conti nues to be a University with a Trad ition of Success. We look forward to carrying the flame into the years to come.
Davi d F. Rankin , Ph.D. , CFA
President

TION,
STAFF
Jasper Lewis is happy
to see another successful building grand opening , even if he could not
get a three-pointer to
go through the hoop as
he helps break in the
basketball court in the
Mulerider Activity Center as Dr. Rankin looks
on with the crowd at the
MAC's grand opening
ceremony on September 23, 2011 . Students
expressed interest in
such an activity center,
and the administration
listened .

VICE
PRESIDENTS
COUNCIL

Dr. Donna Allen

Dr. David Crouse

V.P for Student Affairs

Interim V.P_for
Academic Ajjairs

Roger Giles

Jasper Lewis

V.P for Administration
& General Counsel

Paul McLendon

V.P for Facilities

V.P for Finance

ACADEMIC
DEANS

.

••;' · ·,

G
.Ft

{~

\

Dr. Trey Berry

Dr. Kim Bloss

Dr. Scott McKay

Dr. Zaidy MohdZain

Dr. Lisa Toms

Liberal & Performing Arts

Graduate Studies

Science & Technology

Education

Business

DEANS, DIRECTORS & DEPARTMENT CHAIRS

Dr. Pat Clanton
Department Chair
'Professional Studies

Kathy Cole

J Courson

Alan Davis

Dr. Elizabeth Davis

Steve Dingman

Director

Associate Dean

Director of Purchasing

Online Learning

Distinguished Prof of
English

Director

Department Chair

Housing &

Online M.S. in Kinesiology

Behavioral & Social Sciences
Coordinator
Title JV-E

Special Projects

Department Chair
HKR

Jan Duke

,,

"

......

Dr. David Ashby

Honor Professor
Feature by Toni Walthall

Math was always a favorite subject
for young David Ashby, so deciding to
study in college to become an accountant was not a decision met with
surprise by those who knew him.

"One year, the finance professor
didn't show up and I got to teach the
basic financial management course ,"
he said. "After teaching that course , I
knew what I wanted to do."

"I noticed the difference over the years
of folks who accumulated wealth even with average paying jobs - and
the others who never accumulated any
wealth even with high-paying careers ,"
he said . "I became intrigued by those
two vastly different situations. I am
fascinated by how people spend their
money."

Ashby has a motto that he frequently
shares with his students: "To whom
much is given , much is required .
Use the talents you have been given
wisely. "

Ashby graduated from Southern
Arkansas University in 1977 with a
bachelor's degree in accounting . He
completed his master's in business
administration degree at Ole Miss in
1978 and followed with a doctorate
in business administration in finance
from Louisiana Tech University.

Talk to former students and it would
be a sure bet that you wouldn 't find
one with negative things to say. He is
endeared by those who know him .

"He is easily one of the
most outstanding finance
professors anywhere."
Dr. David Rankin of Ashby

For years, Ashby worked as an accountant by day and
served as an adjunct professor teaching mostly accounting classes at night at the University of the Ozarks in
Clarksville, Arkansas.

"I think it is because he is always willing to help students and faculty alike
with any problem , and I think that has
won him a whole host of friends both
here at the University and beyond ,"
said President David Rankin . "He is
easily one of the most outstanding
finance professors anywhere ."

Dr. David Ashby is Peoples Bank Professor of Finance and
Economics in Southern Arkansas University's College of
Business.
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SAU staffers were honored for 10 years of service to the University at the annual Staff Breakfast on March 19, 2012.
Pictured, back row from left, Randy Purifoy, Laura Wilkerson, Julia Metro, Sandra Smith and Patricia Strickland;
front row from left, George Kirkpatrick, Tammy Sims. Kathy Griffeth and Kay Davis.
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Dr. Rankin presents Paula WashingtonWoods with the Mary Anna King Whitehead
Professional Staff Excellence Award at the
staff breakfast on March 18, 2012.

Dr. Rankin presents Lynn Disotell
with the Mary Anna King Wh itehead
Support Staff Excellence Award .

Services

Marcela McRaeBrun son
Financial A id
Coordinator

Becki Talley and Kaye Burley were
honored with plaques recognizing
their respective 20 years of service
to SAU . Claudia "Penny" Lyons, not
pictured, was honored for 30 years
of service.
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University Health
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Dr. H. "Mark" Park
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Professional Studies

Library Technician
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Accounting Tech
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Sarah Jennings, from right, and Jennifer Rowsam take a break
from serving food at the Feeding Frenzy to pose for a photo while
fellow staffer Stephanie Manning stays fo cused.

Sarah Adcox, from left, and Kyle Gallagher join other Student
Affairs staffers in serving the hungry horde of students at the
Feed ing Frenzy on May 1, 2012 .
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Michael Woods, assistant director of housing for community
development and Fincher Hall director, receives the 2012 J
Courson Staff Excellence Award from the sward 's namesake.

Dr. Claude Baker, chair of the biology department, receives the
2012 Academic Advisor of the Year award from Dr. Rankin at the
Leadership Recogn ition and Awards Ceremony on April 23 , 2012 .
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Groups work high and low at University Village during campus cleanup .
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Dr. Deborah Wilson

Lillie Wright

~ i t y Historian
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Admin. Spec.
Student Life

Dr. Rankin and
members of the
SAU family wait
to be dispersed
across the beautiful SAU campus
to make it even
more beautiful on
a ca mpus cleanup
ay May 17, 2012.

Steve Sutton
tri ms bushes during
campus cleanup.
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COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONIES
SUMMER 2011

86-88

FALL 2011

89-96

SPRING2012

97-111

SUMMER COMMENCEMENT
Master of
Business
Administration

Master of
Education
College of
Education

College of
Business

Jennifer
Forbess

Jessica
Haynes

Rogerio
Rhynes

Frances
Bullock

Cynthia
Bubulka

Lisa
Daniels

Terry
Harden

Ronda
Hughes

Davis

Jenny
Johnson

Karen
Murphy

Lisa
Mccaughan

Master of
Science
College of
Education

Kristyn
Sheets

Staci
Stafford

Adam
Anderson

Christopher
Baurer

Ronyetta
Belford-Osborne

Laura
Caskey

Julie
Kelly

Thomas
Graham

Master of
Public
Administration
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Thomas
Tillery Ill

Keith
Alexander

Ira
Upshaw II

Bachelor of
Business
Administration

Master of
Science
College of
Sc ience and
Techno logy

College of
Business

Krystal
Hayward

Alicia
Hickman

Amanda
Watson

Bachelor of
Science
Co llege of
Education

Eli
Lindsey

Bachelor of
Science in
Education
Co llege of
Education

Ebony
Marlow

Benjamin
Correa

Krystle
Walker

Associate of
Arts

Bachelor of
Arts

College of
Liberal and
Perfo rming Arts

Co ll ege of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Bachelor of
General Studies
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Patric
Flannigan

Jessica
Watkins

Jennifer
Lowery

Marrissa
McKinney

Bachelor of
Science
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Bachelor of
Social Work

Bachelor of
Science

College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

College of
Science and
Technology

Stephanie
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Mark
Evans
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Patrick

Gregory
Carma ck

Master of
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Administration
College of
Business
Lawrence
Smith

Master of
Education

Master of
Arts in
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College of
Education

College of
Education
Daniel
Waller, Jr.

Kelly

Williams
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Ying
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Turner
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Washington

Aimee
Mullins

Master of

Science
College of
Education

Tocara
Williams

Frankie
Hickman

Malissa
Hyman

Executive
Master of
Public
Administration

Ada m
Laster

College of
Education

Jennifer
Horn

Master of
Science
College of
Science and
Technology

Tammy
Sims

Bachelor of
Arts
College of
Libera l and
Perfo rming Arts

Amit
Sinya

Jasmine
Abbit

Te'Kevion Belcher
smiles to friends in the crowd .

Laura
Williams

Wesley
McDowell

Bachelor
of General
Studies

Bachelor
of Fine Arts
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Charles
Chris topherson

College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Dustin
Owens
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Rodriguez

Bra ndon
Davidson

Louise
Green

Adrienne
Beard

Te'Kevion
Belcher
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McClure
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of Music
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College of
Liberal and
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Simeon
Oston
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Science
College of
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Townson
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Johnson
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Wheatherspoon

Bachelor of
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College of
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Perfonning Arts
Jessica
Compton
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College of
Business
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Hendrix
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Marrufo
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Massey
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Administration
College of
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Smith
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College of
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Ka meron
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Alo nzo
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Education
College of
Education
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Jessica
Anderson

Jerma ine
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Danielle
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College of
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Technology
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Mead , Jr.

Donavon
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Starcha
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Claudia
Neyland

Lila
Silvey
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Turner

James
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Sam
Yikona

Cara
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Lauren
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Master of
Business
Administration
College of
Business

Kaci
Matthews

Chantal

Scott

Master of
Arts in

Teaching
College of
Education

Master of

Education
College of
Education

Christina
Reynolds

Amanda
Watson

Davis

Courtney
Zackery

David
Ehrhardt

Dr. Bloss and
Chama, Scott
Ruany; Guo
and Dr. Bloss

Master of

Science
College of
Education

Colona
Bates

Lasha
Brown

Nakita
Artis-Chatman

Michael
Cha tman

Shanshan
Cai

Emmanuel
Ezeigwe

Master of
Public
Administration
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Master of
Science
College of
Science and
Technology

Caitlin
Dolive

(RIGHT) Kenneth
Hunter smiles as he
exits Grand Hall after
he and others became
SAU School of
Graduate Studies
graduates.
(BELOW) Amanda
Pharr smiles on stage.

(RIGHT) Nursing graduates smile during the
Department of Nursing commencement
ceremony in Grand Hall.

(BELOW) Pat Williams, former chair of the Department
of Nursing and commencement speaker, and Dr. David
Crouse look on during the nursing graduation.

Chair of the Department of Nursing Dr. Bernadette Fincher and Meisha Moore

Bachelor of
Science in
Nursing
Co llege of
Science and
Technology

Tanya
Golden

Crowe

Lisa
McVay

Brandon
Phillips

Kristin
Poch

Caprica
Richard son

Ashley
Risher

KeAndre
Arnold

William
Austin IV

Tshiring
Gurung

Derek

Ledly
Jennings

Joyce
Johnson

Bachelor of
Business
Administration
College of
Business

Kristen
Waldrop

Jordyn
Wehrenberg

Genevieve
White

Evan
Cathey

Savanna
Bailey

Nagma
Hamal

Martha
Dunn

Keenan
Friday

Harris

Christopher
Harrison

Kyle
Hillison

Hall
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Tera
Mcinnis

Lauren
Mitchell

Tia
Sargent

(LEFT AND BELOW) Color guard,
administration and faculty lead the
procession into the undergraduate
commencement at the SAU mall.

Tracy
Thompson

Nicholas
Tuberville

Michael
Watson

Bianca
White

Jordan
White

Bachelor of
Science
College of
Education

Samantha
White

Wayne
Williams Ill

James
Wright

Burns

Cameron
Davis

Gregory
Nelson

Angelica
Patterson

Roxanna
Barrientos

Lynsey
Bellinger

Caleb
Patterson

Corey
Robertson

Bachelor of
Science in
Education
College of
Education

Kevin
Billings

Angela
Craig

Dorse

Jessica
Glidewell

Haley
Cummings

Garrison

Tina
Jewell

.....

Patricia
Leathers

Emera!
Templeton

John
Lewis

Prosser

Tanya
Rice

Lydia
Thompson

Deborah
Vaughn

Alexandra
Lindsey

Robyn
Mackey

Leslie
Miller

Morgan
Starling

Ashly
Shackelford

Kacey
Wilson

Associate of
Arts
College of
Liberal and
Perfo rming Arts

Jamia
Yarbrough

Earnest
Moore

Ethany
Beal

Bachelor of
Arts
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Anyna
Biddle

Megan
Bevins

Lauren
Dodson

Jennifer
Martinez

Kristen
Kirkendall

Jeannea
Page

Christina
Wilson

Bachelor of
Fine Arts

Bachelor of
General Studies

Co llege of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

College of
Liberal and
Perfo rming Arts

Inna
Bagaeva

Jessica
Davis

Jacob
Astor

Hilda
Brow n

Jermydrell
Burton

Jon
Carlton

Cristina
Fiesel

Allen
Hale

Bachelor of
Music
Education
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts
Samuel
Jennings

Tai
Nishiuc hi

Reshad
Sims

Bachelor of
Science
College of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Cliveden
Cox

Vanessa
Cunningham

Jay
Kennedy II

(ABOVE) Honor Professor David Ashby.
(RIGHT) Abhishek Dixit waves as
Lauren Dodson looks on .
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Trenton
Stevenson

Bachelor of
Social Work
Co ll ege of
Liberal and
Performing Arts

Chad
Ward

Brianna
Hargett

Ashley
Patterson

Bachelor of
Science
College of
Sc ience and
Technology

Joseph
Batta-Mpouma

Tonya
McGhee

Fowler

Susan
Hayes

Jeremy
Greene

Rachel
Jones

Alex
Kehrees

Kara
Marley

Brennan
Pitard

Laura
Reed
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TYLER BURNS
BBA Marketing, MBA
Weatherford, Texas

What activities are you
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" Student Government Association vice president then
president; Inter-Greek Council
president; Phi Lambda Chi
secretary; SIFE member; 'We
Heart Magnolia' project leader;
Student Activities Board; InterFraternity Council; Becoming
A Mulerider II leader; and Leadership Academy leader."

What has b
memor b een your most
S
? a le experience(s) at
"Waking up eve d
coming to schoJ ay and
surrounded b . w~~re I am
working toget~~n~p,rmg people
world a better pl:c~. ~ake the

(ABOVE) Two freshmen from
Redwater, Texas, get help in
their Fincher Hall room.

Mary Nguyen,
second from right,
visits with a friend
. the MAC stands
~~ the guys play a
game on the court.

Tyler Orsak
pumps iron.
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Dr. Rankin congratulates Homecoming
Queen Morgap McRjle.

The Mulerider baseball team honored long-time head coach Steve
Goodheart following the 2011 homecoming football game on October 15 when the name of Mulerider Field was officially changed to
Goodheart Field .
Goodheart, who built the Southern Arkansas baseball program into
a national power, retired in 2003 after serving 23 years (1981-2003)
as head coach . Easily the most wins in school history, his Muleriders won 764 games, lost 416 , and tied five , for a .647 percentage .
Goodheart's 764 wins places him second all-time among collegiate
coaches in the state of Arkansas behind only the University of Arkansas' Norm DeBriyn , who retired in 2002 with 1,161 wins in 33 years
as head coach of the Razorbacks.
More than 50 of Goodheart's former players signed to play professional baseball. He coached 54 first team AII-AIC players , 26 first
team NAIA All -District selections , five NAIA All-Area players , 12 NAIA
Southwest Region selections , 17 NAIA All-Americans , 33 first team
AII-GSC choices , 11 NCAA All-Region picks , and two NCAA AllAmericans.
In Goodheart's final eight seasons competing against the GSC
West Division , his Muleriders finished runner-up seven times to
established NCAA II powerhouse Delta State University. His record
against Division II opposition was even better than against NAIA
members, recording 287 wins , 126 losses, and two ties for a .694
percentage from 1996-2003.

Togetherness
from

Tragedy
by Toni Walthall

The unexpected call came as a surprise to Southern
Arkansas University junior Shaun Smith . What he thought
was a wrong number turned out to be a TV producer for
the CMT reality show, "Sweet Home Alabama ."
The producer wanted Smith, a 21 -year-old member of
the nationally competitive SAU rodeo team , to be on
the show that pits 11 country boys against 11 city boys
competing for the attention of a
beautiful girl. Season three's catch
was NASCAR spokesmodel Paige
Duke. His parents , Jay and Robin
Smith , supported his decision to
seize the unique experience, but
made him sign a contract committing to finishing his pursu it of a
degree in marketing .
"I love SAU faculty and the College of Business. They are hard.
They don 't hand you anything , but
they work with you and guide you
very well along the way," he said.
"They worked with me and let me
take my tests when I got back, so I
could keep my promise to my dad
and not have to choose between
taking this chance and finishing
my education. "
While waiting fo r the start of filming , Smith set about his
usual business of going to classes and working with his
rodeo partner - a 15-year-old sorrel gelding named Credit
Card - in preparation for the upcoming SAU rodeo. Smith
began roping at 16 and ranked in high school nationals
with his best four-legged friend. Inspired by a popular

old commercial , Smith named his horse "Credit Card"
because he "never left home without him ." The Emmet,
Ark., native and his younger brother, West, were strong
competitors in their individual events with Credit Card as
their partner. In the arena , horse and rider were one - a
well-orchestrated harmony of skill and timing . In the early
hours of Nov. 3, 2011 , opening day of the annual SAU
collegiate rodeo , Credit Card , and four other horses,
were stolen from the SAU stables.
Smith, along with his distressed
teammates Ashley Mills, Ty Lester,
D.J. Dickinson and Hope Shelton ,
rallied together and talked to news
crews interested in the case , while
the investigation stretched across
the region .
"I looked at Coach , but I couldn't
get the words out. Once I did , he
knew by the way I said it that I
wasn 't playing ," said Mills. "We
heard stomping , but they weren't
getting any closer. Coach said ,
'I'm going in ' and the sheriff said
'I'm going with you ."' After two
weeks tied to a tree without food
and water, Badger emerged at
the end of a rope in Coach Hayes'
hand . "I stood in awe ," Mills recalled . "Coach said it took a minute before I took the lead
rope from him. I was in shock. He looked so bad , but he
was still nickering at the mare. Once she was brought into
view, he was fine. "
Recalling the moment of realization that she was experiencing another great loss - that her horse, her teammate,
her source of revenue was missing, Mills said ,

Hope Shelton speaks to reporters
at a press conference after the
horses were recovered .

"I don 't think it actually set in until the day we found them .
I didn 't want to think that I would never see him again , so
I kept it out of my head ."

loss," said Smith . "They say the first cut is the deepest. I
grieved for two straight days. It felt like I went through two
years of growth in those few weeks ."

Only four of the five horses would return home to Mulerider Stables. Credit Card , the fifth horse had been killed .

Dealing with grief surrounded by strangers , Smith said he
found comfort and support in the crew and cast mates.
The experience made him reevaluate his priorities. Under
the scrutiny brought by publicity of the case that dredged
up libelous allegations, Smith leaned on his faith to find
forgiveness .

Smith was already on the set when SAU Rodeo Coach
Rusty Hayes and teammate Mills did an exhaustive
search and discovered four of the neglected horses tied
to trees in a wooded area in McCurtain County, Okla. Three people
"It not only creates an
were arrested in connection to the
crime a short time after Credit Card 's opportunity to change someone's
remains were located after Thankslife, it makes him immortal.
giving, an undeniable victim of foul
His name carries on
play, according to investigators.

"My God is a forgiving God. What's
done is done," he said . "I've always
been a glass-half-full kind of guy. I'm
not going to be vengeful. "

Generous donations rolled in , with
benefactors offering to purchase a
Smith about the Credit Card Scholarship
Hayes broke the news to Smith by
horse for Smith. Grateful for the offers and the positive outpouring, he
phone , while his teammates and
family dealt with highly publicized events surrounding the
declined the offers, but recognized an opportunity to turn
case back home. He was forced to deal with the greathis loss into a positive.
est loss of his lifetime away from his family and his best
friend , in front of cameras .
"Cowboys don't take handouts, but so many hearts were
strong about donating. A scholarship fund was set up in
Credit Card's honor," he said . "It not only creates an op"I'm lucky. All four of my grandparents are still alive.
My parents are happily married . This was my first real
portunity to change someone's life, it makes him immortal. His name carries on in a positive way."

in a positive way."

A relieved Ty Lester
with his horse receives
congratulations

from Dr. Rankin.

"This year's program and most of my
office's activities and programs were in
observation of contribu
made by
African American wom
dership,
social justice moveme
ducation,
science, politics, and every other field
of human endeavor."
C/edis Stuart
Assistant Dean for Multicultural Services
and Student Adva ncement

(ABOVE) Dr. Kim Bloss, from left, and
Michael Everhart served as Judges for Lip
Sync. They had a tough time containing
their laughter at tlmes ...and not blushing
other times.
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John Walsh of
America's Most
Wanted speaks at
the Farmer's Bank
and Trust Distinguished Speaker
Series Lecture on
Sept. 26, 2011.
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(ABOVE) Back row from left: Kyle Voss, Austin Crank, Brandon Dow, Donald
Warren , Joe Rogers , Joel Cheshier, Brandt Henley; Fourth row from left: Natalee
Ainsworth, Yna Mustafa, Charlsie Falcon , Maggie Rubben , Quetta Rogers, Oana
Spencer, Kendal Fort, Russell Gregory, Elliott Ende!, Gerry Strickland, Caleb Burkhalter, Kris Rawlins; Third row from left: Castle Braxton , Regina Reynolds, Amber
Cummings, Lakesha Burnell; Second row from left: Amanda Kilcrease , Brittany
McDaniel , Traci Hendrix, Taryn Sorsby; First row from left: Shelby Munn , Lauren
Rowden , Morgan Johnson , Jessica Penn , Whi ey Westbrook, Amber Jones, Hali
Pinson ; Front, center: Zach Seaton

(RIGHT) Men , clockwise from left: Zach
Seaton , Gerry Strickland , Brandon Wilkins,
Evan Blackford , Brandt Henley, Kris Rawlins,
Elliott Endel , Donald Warren , Jacob Carpenter, Caleb Burkhalter; Center: Julia-Ann McMillen , Jessica Penn ; Women clockwise from
left: Brittany McDaniel , Amber Cummings,
Charlsie Falcon , Cathrine Phillips, Amber
_ _ _ _J_o_n_es, and Dana Spencer.

(BELOW) Third row from left: Joe Rogers , Jessie Wigginton , Tai Nishiuchi , Kyle Voss, Cody Douglass, Daniel Espana , Caleb Carrier,
Zach Seaton , Jacob Goff, Elliott Endel , Kris Rawlins , Evan Blackford , Brandt Henley, Austin Crank, Cedrick Hampton , Caleb Burkhalter,
Patrick Brown ; Second row from left: Donald Warren, Brandon Wilkins , Charlsie Falcon , Dana Spencer, Brittany McDaniel, Amber Jones,
Cathrine Phillips, Traci Hendrix, Katie Luce, Whitney Westbrook, Amber Cummings, Taryn Sorsby, Castle Braxton , Julia-Ann McMillen ,
Margaret Kubvaruno, Lakesha Burnell , Olivia Lacy, Gerry Strickland ; First row from left: Joel Cheshier, Hali Pinson , Lauren Rowden ,
Samantha Hall , Jessica Penn , Regina Reynolds, Katie Clark, Christian Hamilton , Charissa Henderson , Morgan Johnson , Yna Mustafa ,
Natalee Ainsworth , Amanda Cannon , Sharmane Walker, Shaicoya Lafayette, Jacob Carpenter.

Usually when something is broken , it's not a good thing .
However, hearing the SAU housing records were broken
in 2011 was music to the ears of J Courson, associate
dean for housing and special projects. He said housing records date back all the way to 1968, and in all that
time a total of 1,240 students living on campus was the
record . That number was easily squashed in 2011 with
1,180 students in the residence halls and 260 in University Village apartments for a total of 1,440 students living
on campus .
Some things start off as a one-time project, but then gain
permanent roots and become traditions . At SAU, two
traditions were born within a year of each other. In 1981,
the university housing bed races took root. These races
are now a tradition every year on Family Day. Teams with
five members, one to ride the bed and four to push it,
spend the week before family day coming up with themes
and designs for their race entry. Awards are given to the

winner of the race as well as the bed designs that are the
most creative, original , and have the best craftsmanship .
A few years later in 1984, a second tradition hosted by
the Residence Hall Association, the Celebration of Lights,
began . Ever since , organizations adopt different areas
of the SAU campus to decorate with thousands of lights,
which are all turned on during the Celebration of Lights
ceremony. An elaborate holiday meal is served and Santa
hears children's Christmas wishes and poses for photos.
In 2011 , an outdoor ice skating rink was offered for any
adventurous people in attendance. Of course , south
Arkansas with its mild winters tends to be a little warm for
real ice, so synthetic ice was substituted. Performances
by SAU 's band and choral groups as well as the handbell choir from Central Baptist Church rang in good cheer,
providing Christmas music to help get everyone in the
mood for the holidays.

For the 10th year, the Residence Hall Association hosted
a turkey dinner for the less fortunate of the community on
Nov. 17, 2011 , at Magnolia's Stewpot.
Student members of the RHA
served almost 1,000 hot Thanksgiving meals consisting of turkey,
mashed potatoes , gravy, green
beans , rolls and dessert to 243
Columbia County residents. The
food was generously donated
by student organizations , staff
and faculty of the University and
Aramark dining services who also
did all the cooking .

5k. It not only encourages students , faculty, and staff to
come out and run for a good cause, but also invites the
community to participate. All the funds raised were earmarked for The Playground Project which is trying to put
in place educational playground

"SAU's housing residents have

equipment for the children of
University Village. They want the
a community service focus, as is kids to have a safe place to play
while also learning as they play.
reflected in so many events hap- Rain kept a few people home, but
pening all over the campus." over 65 participants braved the
weather to come out and support
J Courson
The Playground Project. The rain
stopped long enough for the race ,
but when it started again , the after party festivities were
moved to Rider Rink. Besides running for the fund raiser,
Continuing the commitment to the community and givparticipants received a t-shirt and glow stick necklaces
and bracelets. The Rider Rink was aglow with people
ing back, Honors Hall hosted the "Honors Goes Green"
event. Honors Hall teamed up with the Student Governhaving fun after the 5k.
ment Association to provide hot dogs and entertainment
while getting others in the spirit
of recycling and raising funds to
help the Columbia County Animal Protection Society (CCAPS)
in Magnolia. CCAPS is a pet
project of Honors Hall and every
time another organization goes
green , like with recycling , they
are improving the community.
During the event, the talent of
many students on campus was
showcased . They had singers,
dancers and even a juggler.
Ready. Set. Glow! That was the
theme of Greene Hall's Get Up
and Glow 5k fundraiser. This
was the second year for the

A Tribute to Mrs. Vasser
Since 1979, Judy Vasser has been the heart of SAU's theatre and mass
communication department. Her impact has changed the lives of innumerable students. After 30 years of heading-up the singing and dancing
group called Encore, she decided after the 2011-12 year to step down
and focus on teaching. Below are some messages to Mrs. Vasser from
some of her Encore students, as recorded in a tribute video to her.

A PART OF SOUTHERN ARKANSAS UNIVERSITY'S
COMPLETE COLLEGE EXPERIENCE

.

SAU Makes Service Honor Roll
H
Southern Arkansas University has been named to the 2012 President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll with Distinction . The national Honor Roll is the highest federal recognition a
college or university can receive for its commitment to volunteering,
service-learning and civic engagement.
The Corporation for National and Community
Service admitted colleges and universities for
their impact on issues from literacy and neighborhood revitalization to supporting at-risk
youth. In 2011 , 513 total schools were named
to the Honor Roll. SAU was among only 11 O
universities to receive the special recognition
of "Honor Roll with Distinction ."
The elite recognition was due to the tremendous effort put forth by SAU students, faculty
and staff in 2010-11 to total 253 ,052 service
hours - an increased total of more than 3,000
service hours committed to the region and local community last year.
SAU is once again the only public university in Arkansas to earn
recognition on the Honor Roll and one of the few recognized with
distinction . Two private institutions in the state were listed among the
513 : Ecclesia College in Springdale and Harding University.
"I am extremely proud of our students for this outstanding accomplishment. To be the only institution in Arkansas to be designated
on the 2012 Honor Roll with Distinction confirms how special our
students are and how committed they are to community service ac-
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tivities ," said Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. Donna Allen .
SAU students, faculty and staff engaged in innovative projects to
meet needs and contribute service hours to numerous projects and
service organizations .
To list a few of the projects, in 2010-11, the SAU
community:
• Raised $32 ,000 and faculty, staff and students additionally contributed hundreds of service hours to completely
renovate the library for the Arkansas School for the Blind
and Visually Impaired in Little Rock.
• Organizations in the College of Business conducted their
annual diaper drive collecting more than 42 ,000 diapers
and continually maintain a food pantry on campus.
• The Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences works
all year to contribute time and food items to the food pantry
operated by Asbury Methodist Church.
• The Residence Hall Association, for the 10th year in a
row, provided a warm Thanksgiving meal to the underprivileged within their community.
• The campus community came together again to make the holiday
season special for hundreds of families in the annual Angel Tree
project.
• Individual sororities and fraternities on campus adopt causes each
year. The different organizations rallied their troops and contributed
thousands of volunteer hours responding to the needs of charitable
organizations in the region such as Relay for Life, Compassion's
Foundation, Columbia County Animal Protection Society, beautification and clean-up projects, Special Olympics and local playground
building, etc.

was another successful volunteer initiative
at SAU in 2010-11. Mulerider football
._ players helped area elementary students
understand the importance of exercise
' and healthy living.
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Nishant Shrestha

2012 S.L Scholarship Winner
Feature by Ton i Walthall

The Supplemental Instruction program , the brain child
of Dr. Robert Terry, provides a way for students to gain
valuable help from peers in historically difficult courses.
Nishant Shrestha , a double major in mathematics and
physics from Nepal , is one of those talented peer leaders who helps fellow students achieve success in those
necessary but complicated courses.

sessions integrate how to learn with what to learn
to help them make better grades. It's what the sessions are for."

In recognition of his outstanding accomplishments as
a leader, Shrestha was awarded the 2012 S.I. Scholarship in honor of Dr. Robert Terry for his outstand ing
accompl ishment as a leader.

"He motivated me to learn ," said Shrestha . "Because of him I have loved math from an early age ."

Candidates for the scholarship must maintain above a
3.75 grade point average and receive high recommendations from at least two faculty members. As lab assistant to Dr. Abdel Bachri , associate professor of physics,
Shrestha has met those requirements. His grades and
knowledge of his chosen subjects qualify him to teach
others effective study skills, how to prepare for exams
and how to meet classroom expectations - a responsibility he takes seriously.
"Students who attend S.I. sessions statistically make
better grades than those who don 't," he said . 'The

Shrestha gets his love of all things mathematical from his father, a math professor in Nepal. His
mother is a doctor.

When choosing universities, he looked for universities in the United States that offered programs to
match his desire to double major in engineering
physics and mathematics. "It wasn 't easy finding
programs that offered what I needed , but SAU offered the right combination . That's why I am here,"
he said.
"It was intimidating to come here at first - my first
time out of Nepal - being around people of a different language and culture , but I found helpful and
friendly people ," said Shrestha . "There are other
Nepalese students here. That's comforting. It is
sometimes easy to forget I'm not home ."

Team AII-BCL members, left to right:
Justin Arsenault, Bobby Arsenault,
Cody Powell , Trey Lusk, Russell
Penn, James Culpepper, Jeremy
Glass, Brandon Wilkins, Tribikya
Thapa, Matt Motley, Nick Jones
and Cameron Brown.

Team AII-BCL competed in the Regional Flag Football Tournament
at Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches, Texas . The team
finished 17th out of 48 teams, winning one of three games in the
double elimination tournament. Justin Arsenault was named Most
Valuable Player in all three games the team participated in .
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The Mulerider baseball team carried the flame in a big way in 2012, ending its first year in the Great American
Conference in the same way it left the Gulf South Conference - as champions .
Not only did the Muleriders (36-15) capture the inaugural GAC regular season championship, but it also won the
inaugural GAC baseball tournament to complete the clean sweep . The Muleriders defeated the Ouachita Baptist
University Tigers 4-3 at David Allen Memorial Ballpark in Enid, Okla., to claim the tournament championship .
The Muleriders went on to play in the NCAA Division II South Central region tournament where they won their first
game before falling in games two and three to be eliminated.

The Mulerider men's basketball program began its first year in the Great American Conference knowing it would have
an uphill battle all season. Picked to finish last in the GAC's pre-season poll, the Muleriders finished the season with a
13-16 overall record and a 6-1 O record in conference play.
The season had a rocky start as the Muleriders lost their first three contests. Despite the three-game skid , the Muleriders were in every single contest down to the wire, losing the three by only a combined eight points. They suffered
a season-opening 78-77 loss to Arkansas-Fort Smith .
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The 2011-2012 season was not kind to the Lady
Mulerider basketball program as the team saw
just two wins , finishing the season with an overall
record of 2-24 and a conference record of 2-14 .
The Lady Muleriders picked up their first win on
January 19 with a 74-71 decision over East Central
University in Magnolia . The game was a nail-biter
from start to finish , featuring 15 ties and 10 lead
changes. Neither team led by more than six points.
The Lady Muleriders won the game at the free
throw line, hitting 21 of 27 which the Lady Tigers
were 17 of 21 .
The team's second and final win of the season
came on January 26 with a 74-68 upset of Henderson State. It was the team's only road win of the
year. SAU and Henderson played close throughout
the game with 10 ties and 11 lead changes. Neither
team ever led by more than eight points.
The Lady Muleriders ended the season at Arkansas Tech , falling 93-58 to the Golden Suns .

The Southern Arkansas University men's and women 's cross country teams showed great improvement during the 2011 season.
The men 's team finished third at the Great American Conference Cross Country Championship. The
women came in fourth in the meet. Mickey Hammer
placed ninth in the conference meet to earn first
team honors, while Lady Muleriders Olivia Ornelas
and Carli Langley were 13th and 20th , respectively,
to garner second team AII-GAC honors.
Hammer earned cross country region honors for the
second consecutive year with a 19th place finish at
the NCAA Division II South Central Region cross
country championship. The men 's team as a whole
placed 17th of 19 teams at the regional meet, and
the women placed 18th of 19.
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The 2011 football season proved to be another year of growth of the Muleriders. Under the leadership of
third-year Head Coach Bill Keopple , the Muleriders played close throughout many games with most of their
opponents. Despite their efforts, the Muleriders finished the season with a 3-7 overall record and 3-4 in the
new Great American Conference.
The tone of the season may have been set in the opening week as the Harding Bison rolled past the
Muleriders en route to a 63-14 upset in Magnolia. The Muleriders evened out their record in week two with a
31-22 win over Southwestern Oklahoma State before fall ing to Southeastern Oklahoma State in week three.
The Muleriders led 21-0 in the fourth quarter of the game with Southeastern before the Savage Storm scored
four unanswered touchdowns to win.
Week four began a three-week stretch in which the Muleriders played former Gulf South Conference foes .
The Muleriders fell 38-21 to Valdosta State, 42-14 to North Alabama , and 38-10 to West Alabama . Returning to the Great American Conference, the Muleriders picked up a big 49-17 win over Arkansas Tech in week
seven before falling to Ouachita Baptist 53-43 in week eight. The Muleriders picked up another win in week
nine, defeating Arkansas-Monticello 53-28 before falling to East Central University in a 49-6 decision to end
the season.

l
I~-,
]

J

- - - -- - - ~

The 2012 softball season showed great
improvement for the Lady Mulerider
softball team as they compiled a 26-33
overall record with an 11-17 record in
the Great American Conference .

The Lady Muleriders garnered 24 of their wins during the regular season under first-year Head Coach Corey Lyon .
That record consisted of as many wins as the previous two years combined . It was the first time the team had advanced to the conference post-season tournament since 2007 .
At the Great American Conference tournament in Bentonville, the Lady Muleriders had a strong start, sweeping their
games with Southeastern Oklahoma State University and East Central University. Day two of the tournament was
not as kind for SAU. The Ladies' run in the double-elimination tournament came to an end as they fell to top-seeded
Arkansas-Monticello and second-seeded Southeastern Oklahoma, sending them back to Magnolia .
Despite coming up short in the tournament, Lyon is credited with putting SAU softball back on the map , guiding the
team to its best finish since 2007. The team lost only three seniors, giving great hope for the 2013 Lady Muleriders.
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With their overall goal of joining the list of the GAC conference and NCAA
DII elite , Southern Arkansas University continued to make strides during
the 2011 season . Under head coach Steven Gream, the Lady Muleriders
posted their first back-to-back winning seasons (2010 and 2011) since
the 2002 and 2003 seasons , reached the conference tournament for the
first time since 2003, recorded their first conference tournament win since
joining the NCAA Division II league, and finished the season tied for third
in the GAC conference tournament.
The Lady Muleriders opened the season with a 3-0 start with wins over
Cameron University, Texas College, and Lyon College. These three wins
extended the team's winning streak to ten matches dating back to
October 23, 2010.

The team then traveled to the Southwest Baptist University
Tournament to play four matches. The Lady Muleriders finished the tough tournament 1-3 but the lone win was a key
win over Colorado School of the Mines who had defeated
#8 nationally ranked University of Minnesota - Mankato
the previous night and went on to win against other ranked
programs.
The team began conference play in the newly formed Great
American Conference and ended the first round of matches
tied for third with Southeastern Oklahoma State University.
However, the second round of matches caught the Lady
Muleriders in a mid-season slump and resulted in a six
match losing streak. This slump dropped the team to finish
play in sixth place and a 16-15 record . SAU made the GAC
conference tournament and was paired up against the third
seed Southeastern Oklahoma State University, whom the
Lady Muleriders had split the regular season with . In the
match , SAU used a balanced attack with four players in
double digit kills , seven serving aces , and hard core defense
to win SAU volleyball's first conference tournament match
win since joining the NCAA Division II level.
The next match was the second-seeded Harding University
Bisons, who proved too much for the Lady Muleriders and
ended the season for the team with a record of 17-16.

"The 2011 season was a rollercoaster season with the team getting off to a great start at 15-9, then run into
a skid only to rebound in the GAC tournament to finish with the best finish in SAU history since the school
joined the NCAA Division II level ," said Gream . "I am proud of our players battling through that tough stretch
and finishing strong ."
2011 SEASON BY THE NUMBERS

24
9
.442
70
13
90
16

Career high kill total amassed by Jordan White against Ouachita Baptist University
Number of sweeps by the Lady Muleriders in 2011
Team hitting percentage against Texas College on September 3
Season high number of kills against Ouachita Baptist University on November 1
Season high number of aces against Texas College on October 8
Season high number of digs against Harding University on October 20
Season high number of blocks against East Central University on September 24

SEASON SUMMARY

Overall Record: 17-16
GAC Record/ Finish : 7-9 / Tied 3rd place in the GAC Tournament
Home Record : 7-3
Away Record: 6-7
Neutral Site: 4-6
SEASON HONORS
Second Team AII-GAC :
AII-GAC Honorable Mention : Jordan
GAC Conference Tournament Team:
SAU Volleyball Senior Outstanding Ath
Jordan White
Great American Conference Setter of
Ashlie Arnold (September 20)
SBU Purple Bash All-Tournament Team:
Smith
UTPB Classic All-Tournament Team: J
and Courtney Smith

The Mulerider golf teams carried the flame
during the 2011-2012 season competing in
golf tournaments across the region .
The highlight of the year for Mulerider
golf came in the spring when the
University's most prestigious awards for
student-athletes went to members of
the men 's and women 's golf teams:
Whitley Patterson , a senior from
Meridian , Texas, and Travis Chrietz
berg , a senior from Longview, Texas.
Patterson recorded one of the most
productive seasons in
Mulerider women's golf
history. Chrietzberg
recorded six top-eight
finishes at 10 tournaments
and tied for second at the
Texas A&M-Commerce
Texoma Chevy Dealers Lion
Invitational.
The team suffered a loss
over the summer of 2012 as
Head Men's and Women's
Golf Coach Leonard Biddle
passed away after a long
battle with cancer.

The 2011-2012 season was the last for the Mulerider tennis program . After
several years of struggling to fill the team and schedule matches, the program
made one last push in 2011-2012.
The young Lady Mulerider squad picked up only one win during the season ,
finishing with a record of 1-11 overall and 0-5 in the Great American Conference. The team's one win came against East Texas Baptist University.

Front row: Sandra Smith (advisor), John Wofford , Adrian Mcfaddin , Logan
Owens , Casey Key
Back row: Ryan Blackwell , Matt Mitchell (advisor), Joey Cifuentes, Dylan
Leverett, Troy Elliott, Donald Wray {advisor) , Joseph Haley

Southern Arkansas University got its feet wet in the world
of competitive fishing with a new fishing club in 2012. In
its first year - even without a big budget - the SAU Fishing
Club was ranked 176 out of 300 collegiate teams in competitive bass fishing .

"I am so proud of how well our

fishing team has done th.is past
year. As a new team, they
worked extremely hard to represent SAU well and establish a
solid program on our campus."
Sandra Smith

Dean of Students Sandra Smith discovered that SAU was
one of the only state universities in Arkansas without a
competitive bass fishing team . After learning that a potential student who had wanted to come to Magnolia chose a
different Arkansas university for the lack of a competitive
fishing team , she enlisted the help of SAU police officer
Donald Wray to get one started .
The group did well in their first year, ranking in the top 100
out of 300 national teams. The program will only continue
to grow as it gains support and sponsorships. For a first
year program, the SAU Fishing Club has a lot of which to
be proud .

Women's golf student-athlete , Whitley
Patterson and men 's golfer Travis
Chrietzberg were honored with the
coveted Auburn Smith Awards at the
2012 Southern Arkansas University
All-Sports Banquet.
Also receiving laurels were rodeo's
Jessica Duncan and cross country's
Mickey Hammer, named as this year's
Scholar-Athlete Award winners .
The Auburn Smith Award , given annually to both a women 's and men's
student-athlete , is the most prestigious
honor a student-athlete can receive
at SAU. Patterson , a senior two-year
member of the Lady Mulerider golf
team , currently holds a 3.25 cumulative GPA in business administrationmarketing.
On the course this year, Patterson
again recorded one of the most productive seasons in SAU women 's golf
history, earning her second consecutive first team all-conference honor in
being selected to the All-Great American Conference team , after receiving
first team accolades last year on the
All-Gulf South Conference team .

As a member of the Mulerider golf
team , Chrietzberg 's selection marks
the first time in school history that both
the men's and women's golf teams
have swept the Auburn Smith awards.
The senior is a two-year member of
the team and sports a 3.43 GPA in
business administration-finance .

SAU. Duncan , a senior on the Lady
Mulerider rodeo team , carries an
impressive 3.58 cumulative GPA in
English , with a minor in education.
A junior, Hammer has compiled a 3.58
GPA in exercise science , with a minor
in human performance, recreation and
community service.

Chrietzberg tied at 11th at the Great
American Conference championship
in Hot Springs , finishing at +13 in
shooting a three-round 229 . He also
recently garnered his second consecutive conference honors in being
named first team All-GAG. Chrietzberg
finished the season with a stroke average of 74 .9 over 23 rounds , matching
par or better in six.

Hammer is a member of a select group
in being named twice to the U.S. Track
& Field and Cross Country Coaches
Association All-Academic Team.

The esteemed Scholar-Athlete Award
is also given to both a female and
male student-athlete. The nominee
must have a minimum of a 3.00 GPA,
have completed at least 56 semester
hours, with at least one semester at

Ptmse one of.construction began
this year or:t a new arena con:i- ·
plex-that will become the home·of
the Mulerider rodeo team. In this •
phase, the main covered arena
is being built. The University will
continue to raise the funds needed
to construct the rodeo reception
• center: a building that will sit in
· front of the arena to serve as the
concession stand, restro-oms
• and arena 9ffice. The complex
cannot be open~d to the public until Jl:'le reception center is.
completed . Until that time , the·
fa€iUty will serve as a practice
arena for the rodeo team.
SAU's Rodeo Team is the only
team on ca.mpys that :Competes nationally. Not only do
they compete , they are wellknown for winning. In May •
#le team won many awards
•
including: -

Men's All Around
Justin Johnson, 3rd - - •·

Tia Down Roping :·;
William Mosley, 1st
. Justin Job_nson , 3rd

"feam Roping Heeler _
Justin Jo1lnson , 1st •
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