Your Advisor Can:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Help you to identify educational interests or career goals
Help you to select appropriate courses
Help you register for classes
Review the current SAU catalog and schedule of classes with you
Review academic policies and procedures with you
Answer your academic questions
Refer you to support services on campus
Connect you with faculty

In the Advising Center, we expect you to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learn the name and office location of your advisor
Schedule appointments in advance and come prepared with your preferred courses and questions
Become familiar with general education requirements, graduation requirements, and degree program
requirements
Consult with your advisor regarding changes in your schedule or to add/drop classes
Consult with your advisor when you experience academic difficulty
Consult with your advisor regarding changing your major, transferring to another college, or withdrawing
from college

Here are some important considerations for planning your next semester:

• Choose your classes. Use the SAU undergraduate catalog plus the degree plan for your degree 		
program to find the classes you need for particular degree programs. The undergraduate catalog also has class descriptions and information about prerequisite courses. Prerequisite
courses are not always listed in the schedule
of classes. You must check the catalog.
• Select the best day and time for each class. 		
Use the schedule of classes to find
class meeting times and locations. Be sure 		
to choose alternate selections, too, in case
your first choices are closed. The schedule 		
of classes can be accessed at
http://www.saumag.edu/schedule
• Schedule your advising appointment during the registration period. Bring your list of classes and 		
alternates to your advising appointment, along with any questions you might have. Your advisor
will help you resolve any concerns you have and make sure you’re on track for your program
during your appointment.
• You are not officially registered in your classes until your fees are paid. If your fees are not paid on
the due date for each semester, your registration will be cancelled.
If you are receiving financial aid, it is your responsibility to make sure that everything is in order.
Contact our Business Office for questions about your bill at 870-235-4013.
• Know how many credit hours you need to register for each semester. What exactly does a credit 		
hour mean? It is a unit counted toward completion of an academic program. Each course is worth
a certain number of credit hours (also known as “credits”).
The number of credit hours reflects the number of hours a student spends in class for that course 		
per week. A typical course offers three credit hours. A three-hour course meets
approximately three hours per week. Students typically take 12–15 credit hours per semester. A 		
bachelor’s degree typically requires a total of 120 credit hours. (Please note that lab course times 		
may vary and typically are longer.)

Note: Pay attention to how many credit hours are required
for scholarships you have received.

• Tell your advisor about any extracurricular activities you might have. If you know that you will 		
have specified practice times, work hours, or other time commitments, please make sure to 		
include this in your course scheduling process.
• If you took any courses for college or AP credit in high school, you MUST provide
official documentation of these courses to SAU. If the credit was from another college or
university, contact the registrar’s office at that institution to request an official transcript.
• The official transcript must be presented in a sealed envelope or mailed directly to the SAU 		
registrar’s office. If you received AP credit, you will need to present documentation of your AP
scores. You must have scored a 3 or higher on the AP exam for the credit to be awarded.
Students can text @saubam20 to 81010 to get important updates and reminders from the
Advising Center.

“The value of a college education
is not the learning of many facts
but the training of the mind to
think.”

~Albert Einstein

Although your advisor will assist you in scheduling courses, the following information is
provided for your convenience. By acquainting yourself with this information, you will receive the
maximum benefit from your advising appointment.
The class schedule can be found at www.saumag.edu/schedule. Remember to check for prerequisites to courses. These can be found in the Course Description section of the undergraduate
catalog. The catalog can be viewed at www.saumag.edu/admissions.
Use the following guidelines for determining the courses you will take:
All full-time students (12+ hrs.) must enroll in a writing course each semester until they have
completed ENGL 1123, English Composition II. (Refer to the English section below for beginning
writing course.)
All full-time students must enroll in a mathematics course each semester until they have
completed MATH 1023, College Algebra or MATH 1053 Mathematical Literacy. You are placed in
the English and Math courses according to your scores on the English and math portions of the
ACT.
Transfer students who have fewer than 24 semester hours and beginning freshmen must take
GSTD 1002, Freshman Seminar.
Disclaimer: Placement into general education courses is done based on ACT subscores for
English, Math and Reading. These will be individually discussed with each student during advising
at BAM.

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.”
~Nelson Mandela

PACT 8 Completion Program

Guaranteed 8-Semester Bachelor’s Degree Program
If you are a beginning freshman, you may be eligible to participate in the PACT 8 Completion Program
at Southern Arkansas University. This program is designed to guarantee the completion of most baccalaureate degree programs at SAU within eight semesters.
The PACT 8 program was created in compliance with ACT 1014 of 2005. The program provides you
with curriculum guides that are designed for eight-semester completion. If you follow and successfully complete the suggested course sequence and requirements, you are guaranteed to graduate in eight semesters.
The PACT 8 degree plans can be found in the SAU Undergraduate Catalog and on the SAU website at www.
pact8.southernarkansasuniversity.info.

What will I need to do to participate?

During your summer advising session, you will be given the option to accept or decline the PACT 8
agreement. You will be required to indicate your decision to accept or decline on the PACT 8 contract. You
will also be required to sign this document during your advising session.

Are all students eligible for the program?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

No. All students are not eligible for the PACT 8 program. The following are reasons that you
might be ineligible to participate:
You have not declared a major.
Your declared major is not included in the PACT 8 program.
Your admission status is conditional.
You must enroll in one or more developmental courses (pre-college level) or pre-requisite
courses required for a selected major.
You are not a full-time student.

What are the continuance requirements?

1. You must follow exactly the PACT 8 curriculum guide for your declared major.
2. You must make satisfactory academic progress and maintain a grade point average of 2.0 or
greater.
3. You must complete at least 30-36 semester credit hours or appropriate course work each
academic year as outlined in your degree plan.
4. You must have your class schedule approved by your departmental advisor and register for
classes each semester during the designated early registration period.
5. You must accept any available course section that can be accommodated in your class
schedule.
6. If you change your major, the contract will be void.
7. Other actions that will void the contract include the dropping or failure or a course, withdrawal
from the university, non-payment of fees, and/or disciplinary actions.
8. You should make timely application for all financial assistance.

If I am ineligible or decide to decline the program, can I still graduate in eight semesters?

This is possible depending on the sequence of courses that are selected and/or required. Your individual advisor should be able to provide you with an estimate of completion of your degree according to your
individual needs.
If you have additional questions regarding the PACT 8 Completion Program at SAU, please feel free to
contact the Academic Advising and Assistance Center.

Do I have an advisor?
Yes, the Advising Center staff are your advisors. We have professional and faculty advisors who work in
the Advising Center.
When will I get an advisor in my department?
Most students will receive a departmental advisor when they complete 30 hours and have a declared
major. Nursing students will remain with the Advising Center until they are admitted to the nursing
program. We encourage you to meet faculty in your major department and begin developing those
relationships now!
Does it hurt me to drop a course? What should I do if I am thinking about dropping a course?
Dropping a course can delay your graduation or you may have to take extra hours during another
semester if you want to graduate on the same timeline. Dropping a course can also influence your
financial aid and scholarships. You should always consult with Financial Aid before you drop a class.
Also, we recommend visiting with your professor to discuss your progress in the course. If you still think
you need to drop a course, you will need to visit your advisor to fill out the paperwork. After the
paperwork is completed, you will take it to the Registrar’s Office for processing.
How many credit hours do I need to graduate with a bachelor’s degree?
A bachelor’s degree requires a minimum of 120 hours. Some programs require more than the minimum.
How many hours do students typically take during the fall/spring semesters?
A typical course load is fifteen credit hours each semester. Scholarship and financial aid requirements 		
can influence how many hours you must complete. Taking approximately 15 hours per semester (not
including transitional work) should keep you on track for graduation (15x8=120 = minimum hours to
graduate).
What is “locking in” or “saving” my schedule?
These terms refer to making your payment arrangements with the Business Office. Students are not
officially registered for classes until payment arrangements are made.
What if my financial aid and/or scholarships cover my entire balance?
You still have to contact the Business Office to secure your schedule and confirm you are attending SAU
for that particular semester. You can contact the Business Office by telephone (870-235-4019), by email 		
(studentaccounts@saumag.edu), or you can save it via Campus Connect (recommended).
Why do I have to take math and English right now?
It is a University requirement that you enroll in a math course each semester until you complete College
Algebra or Mathematical Literacy. Also, it is a University requirement that you enroll in an English course
each semester until you complete Composition II. This is for your benefit so that your mathematics and
English requirements are completed in a timely manner.
What is the Advising Hold?
The Advising Hold ensures that you register for your classes with the Advising Center. This hold will
stay on your account until you complete 30 hours and does not prevent you from doing anything else on
campus.

