Southern Arkansas University 
Associate Degree Nursing Program

HESI Exit Exam Policy

Due to the nature of professional training in the field of nursing, successful completion of academic courses provides only a partial indication of student competency.  In addition to completion of academic courses, all students in the nursing program are required to pass the Health Education System Incorporated (HESI) exit exam with a score of 850 or higher in order to fulfill NURS 2208 Medical/Surgical Nursing II course requirements.

1. Students will have three (3) attempts to pass the exam with a minimum score of 850. 
2. The first exam will be administered at the department’s expense to students enrolled in NURS 2208 Medical/Surgical Nursing II during the twelfth week of last semester of study.  
3. Scores at or above 850 will be used as the student’s final exam grade for NURS 2208 Medical/Surgical Nursing II. Students may electively retest at their own expense during the fifteenth week of the semester, and the latter score will be used as the student’s final exam grade.
4. Students with scores below 850 on the first exam will be required to retest at their own expense. Retesting will take place approximately four weeks after initial testing during final exam week. The score from the second attempt will be used as the final exam grade in the course. 
5. Any student who fails the exam the second time will receive a “D” grade in the course and will not graduate. The student must present documentation of completion of a NCLEX Review Course to the department Chair in order to take the third exam. The third exam will be scheduled within eight weeks of the last semester of study by the department Chair.  Upon passing the third exam, the course grade will be recalculated and changed.  The student must reapply for graduation and graduate on the next scheduled SAU graduation date.
6. Any student who fails to make a passing score after three (3) attempts will be considered by the Nursing Faculty to have exhibited a lack of an appropriate level of preparedness for taking the NCLEX examination. This student will not have met course requirements and will not be awarded the ADN.  
