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Southern Arkansas University
“ll Magnolia




CREATIVE  WRITING                                                                                     Saturday,            FESTIVAL                                                                                                   March 8, 2014

CRITERIA

1. Students are free to select their own topics.

2. The three writing categories will be fiction, creative non-fiction, and poems.

3. There will be four grade levels: 1-3 (elementary), 4-6 (intermediate), 7-9 (junior high), and 10-12 (senior high).

4. Creative non-fiction should contain approximately 75-100 words for grades 1-3; 150-200 words for grades 4-7; 300 words for grades 7-9; and 400 words for grades 10-12.
5. Fiction should be limited to short stories.
6. Entries for grades 1-3 may be on theme paper and written in the student's own hand.  All other grade entries should be typed; non-fiction and fiction should have one-inch margins.

7. The papers should be free of mechanical errors. Grades 1-3 will have some variation.

8. The registration form or an exact copy of it must be completely filled out and stapled to each entry.

9. The original copy of the entry must be submitted.  Students may wish to keep a copy for themselves since the original will not be returned.

10. If simple artwork is to accompany the writing entry, it may be no larger than a letter size piece of paper.  No laminations or elaborate artwork will be accepted.

11. Entries must be received by the deadline (February 14, 2014).  

12. Students may submit one entry in each category. Each student is eligible for one monetary award.

13. All entries must have the student’s signature verifying that the entry is the work of the student and giving permission for publication.


14. Winners will be announced at the festival. No advance notification will be given.
For Information:
Dr. James Ulmer (870-235-5085) 
or David Wingfield (870-235-4202)  

Department of English and Foreign Languages

Southern Arkansas University

Magnolia, AR 71754 


E-mail jkulmer@saumag.edu or dlwingfield@saumag.edu 

Tentative Schedule:

8:30-9:15
Registration—Reynolds Center Entrance Hall




9:15-9:30
Welcome—Foundation Hall
9:30-11:30
Model Writing Session—Grand Hall 

11:30-12:30 
Lunch in Reynolds Cafeteria

12:40-1:40
Peer Reading—Grand Hall 

1:45-2:15
Awards Ceremony—Foundation Hall 
Student Registration Form (complete entire form): Deadline for entries: February 14, 2014. 


Teachers: Please print your students names clearly
(Make sure name is legible. Certificates with misspelled names will not be reprinted if due to illegible entry forms.)
Student Name_____________________

_______________________
                           Last name  

First name









School _________________________________________________________________ 

Grade____  Age ____Category of Entry (circle one) 
Creative non-fiction  


Poem  



Fiction
Title of Entry___________________________________________________________________
I plan to attend the festival on March 8. 
Yes _____

No _____

Student – The attached paper is my work with only the appropriate help of peer reviewers or the teacher.  I hereby give my permission for the work to be published by the SAU Writing Festival.______________________________


                                      (Student Signature)

Teacher's/Parent’s Name ______________________________________ 
Work Phone _______________________ 

School Name and Address _______________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s/Parent’s E-mail address ___________________________________________
To the best of my knowledge, this is the student’s original work.  (Plagiarized entries will be disqualified and reported to the student’s teacher or parent.) 
_____________________________                       ____________________________
Teacher Signature                                                 Parent Signature
Attach this form or an exact copy to each entry. 

Mail all entries to David Wingfield, Creative Writing Festival, SAU Box 9379, Magnolia, AR 71754
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CREATIVE WRITING FESTIVAL                                    


Saturday, March 8, 2014— 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

About the Festival

The Southern Arkansas University Department of English will host the Creative Writing Festival at Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia.  The purposes of the festival, founded by Dr. Kathleen Mallory, are as follows:

· to get students more involved in writing

· to give students recognition for outstanding work

· to motivate students to write more

· to develop more fluent, competent writers

· to help raise awareness about the importance of writing

The festival activities are designed so that students will gain more insight into the art of writing.  In the morning, students and teachers will participate in a Model Creative Writing Workshop.  In the afternoon, winners will read or have their selections read to their peers, teachers, and parents. Experienced teachers will coordinate these activities.

Harold and D.J. Fincher and the Peoples Bank of Magnolia, Waldo, and Southwest Arkansas support the festival awards through the Gerald F. and Betty Fincher Scott Academic Enrichment Endowment. First place awards in each category carry a cash award and a trophy:

Elementary
(Grades 1-3)
 --
Creative non-fiction, Fiction, Poetry

Intermediate
(Grades 4-6)
 --
Creative non-fiction, Fiction, Poetry

Junior High
(Grades 7-9)
 --
Creative non-fiction, Fiction, Poetry

Senior High
(Grades 10-12) --
Creative non-fiction, Fiction, Poetry

Judges for the festival will have a variety of literary experiences.  The judges will look at each of the categories and select the best entry for those grade levels in each category—essay, short story, and poetry—to give a $50.00 award for each overall winner.

All entries become the property of the Creative Writing Festival and will not be returned. Please make copies of student entries for your and your students' files.
