Southern Arkansas University
BSW Application

Initial each statement indicating you have read and understand it.

Falsification of information on this application is grounds for dismissal from the program.
________initial

Discrimination
The SAU Social Work program does not discriminate in admissions on the basis of age, gender, sexual orientation, religion, disability, race, national origin, color or religion.
________initial

Criteria for admission
The student must have:
1. a minimum current GPA of 2.5
2. taken most of the general education requirements
3. received a minimum of a “C” in Introduction to Social Work
________initial

The admission committee may admit those students who are very close to but have not met the above requirements fully on a conditional basis for one semester.
________initial

Confidentiality
The information you provide on this application will be shared with faculty within the Social Work Program. Every effort will be made to respect your confidentiality; however, no guarantees can be made to you regarding strict protection of this information.
________initial

Rationale for the following questions
Employment in the field of social work is dependent, in many cases on not only your academic qualifications, but also some personal characteristics and past experiences. It is important therefore for your sake as well as the Social Work program that we advise you appropriately at this point in your career. In order to do so we need accurate information about you.
________initial
You will find that many of the potential field placements and future employers will administer certain screenings to include drug screens, background checks, central registry checks, and driving records history checks.
________initial



Part I Background Information

Name	

Address	

	

Email Address	

Telephone	

Social Security #	

Grades:          Current GPA __________             Grade in Introduction to Social Work	

Information on gender, race/ethnicity and age is optional.
Gender_____________________	Race/Ethnicity	___________________________________	  Age_________

Do you currently have a problem with substance abuse?	
Describe:




Have you ever been convicted of a felony?	
Describe:




Has there ever been a substantiated report of domestic violence (child abuse or spousal abuse) against you?	





Describe any social service volunteer or paid experience that you have had.


Part II Questions

The following are examples of the populations social workers frequently work with. Indicate which of these populations you think you would be most helpful to and which you would have the most difficulty working with. Circle one of the statements and provide an explanation.

Elderly				I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain:



People in poverty		I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



Gay and lesbian		I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



Adults and children with mental/physical disabilities
				I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



People of color		I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 






Part II Questions (continued)

Women			I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



Children			I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



People with addictions	I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



People who are abusive	I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



People who have committed criminal acts	
I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain: 



Ethnic minorities		I would be most helpful to this population

				I would have difficulty working with this population
Explain:



Part III Personal Statement, Unofficial Transcript, and Signature

Attach a 2-3 page typed paper discussing the following:
1. How you became interested in the field of social work.
2. The life experiences that you believe have influenced you to consider social work as your profession.
3. Why you think people need help.
If you are requesting conditional admission, include an explanation of your circumstances and a plan to meet the full admission criteria.

Attach a current unofficial transcript with your application.

Your signature on this page indicates agreement with the following:

I have received a copy of the SAU Social Work Student Manual. I have had an opportunity to ask questions regarding the information on this application as well as about the Social Work Program. I understand that my rights and responsibilities as a student are outlined for me in the SAU Student Catalog and the SAU Catalog. Information about my rights and responsibilities as a student specific to the SAU Social Work Program are identified in the SAU Social Work Student Manual. I understand that continuation, as a student in the Social Work Program, is contingent on my professional and academic performance as described in the Student Manual.

Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.

Social Work Faculty and the Department Chair will review your application. Once there is a consensus on a decision regarding you application you will be informed by letter. If you do not received a letter within 30 days, notify the Social Work faculty.

It is important to keep the information on this application current. You may do so by contacting your advisor or by sending an addendum to your advisor.

No student may enter the Field Education without having been accepted to the program.

Name	

Date	 
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