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The Southern Arkansas University System

The Southern Arkansas University system is a two-campus system comprised of a
comprehensive regional university and a technical college with both state and regional
responsibilities.  Recognizing the diversity of student backgrounds and education
experiences, each campus accepts its coordinated and unique role.

Southern Arkansas University is a quality, comprehensive, regional university located in
Magnolia, Ark. SAU provides quality four-year undergraduate programs offering
baccalaureate degrees, associate degrees, and selected master’s degrees. Other
information, including this catalog, is available at the website: www.saumag.edu.

Southern Arkansas University Tech is located in East Camden. It is a two-year
comprehensive college specializing in technical training and offers the first two years of
a university transfer program. Further information is available at the website:
www.sautech.edu.

Mission Statement

The mission of Southern Arkansas University is to educate students for productive and
fulfilling lives in a global environment by providing opportunities for intellectual growth,
individual enrichment, skill development, and meaningful career preparation. The
University believes in the worth of the individual and accepts its responsibility for
developing in its students those values and competencies essential for effective
citizenship in an ever-changing, free, and democratic society. Further, the University
encourages and supports excellence in teaching, scholarly, and creative endeavors, and
service.

Revised 2006



Welcome to SAU

Information

Academic Programs .........cccceoeeereneneneneneeese e Vice President for Academic Affairs
Admission and General Information..... Dean of Enrollment Services
AIUMNE ATFAITS ... Director of Alumni Affairs
BUSINESS AFFAIIS ....veiviceicieciece e Vice President for Finance
Continuing Education and Extension

COUISES...cuveveivteie ettt ettt Director of Continuing Education
Evaluation of Credits, Transcripts, and Veterans Affairs...........c.ccocovevvviennieennns Registrar
GTES et Director of Development
Graduate StUIES ......ccoveiviiriiiecie e Dean of Graduate Studies
HOUSING ...ttt Associate Dean for Housing
Financial Aid Director of Financial Aid
International AdMISSIONS..........cccevveveereiierieinenns Director of International Student Services
Social ACtIVILIES ...cvevvviieviececce e, Assistant Dean of Students for Student Activities
Student Accounts Coordinator of Student Accounts
Student AFfaIrS .....ocvciiiiciicece s Vice President for Student Affairs
Student Counseling ........cccceveveviireennens Director of the Office of Counseling and Testing
Student Employment Director of the Employment Resource Center
Student Teaching.........cccccevvereriennnn, Director of Field Experiences, College of Education
University AdminIiStration.........ccc.ooeiviiiiniecece e President

Visitors

Southern Arkansas University is located in the city of Magnolia, which is approximately
55 miles east of Texarkana, 80 miles northeast of Shreveport, and 140 miles south of
Little Rock. Visitors are welcome at Southern Arkansas University, and campus tours
can be arranged by appointment.

e  Temporary parking permits can be obtained from the University Police.

e  Visitors should contact the Office of Admissions (for undergraduate information) at
(870) 235-4040 or the School of Graduate Studies (for graduate information) at
(870) 235-4150 for an appointment or for further information.

e  The University switchboard number is (870) 235-4000.
e  The SAU fax number is (870) 235-5005.
e  The toll-free number for the Office of Admissions only is (800) 332-7286.

e  The SAU website is www.saumag.edu.
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August 23
August 24
August 25
August 25
August 27

September 1

September 6
October 18

November 3
November 8
November 23

November 23
November 29
December 7

December 10
December 10
December 13

December 27
December 30

January 7
January 10

University Calendar

2010-2011

Fall 2010
Monday Late Registration, Advising and B.A.M. Part 11
Tuesday Late Registration, Advising and B.A.M. Part 11
Wednesday Late Registration with penalty
Wednesday Classes begin
Friday Last date to apply for
December graduation
Wednesday Last date of entrance and
course additions
Monday Labor Day Holiday
Monday — 10:00 a.m. Mid-semester grades due in
the Office of the Registrar
Wednesday Last date for dropping courses or
withdrawing from the University
Monday Last date to change | grades in
the Office of the Registrar
Tuesday Last date to register for
winter intersession classes
Tuesday — 9:00 p.m. Thanksgiving holiday begins
Monday Classes resume
Tuesday Final examinations begin
Friday Semester ends
Friday Commencement
Monday - 10:00 a.m. Final grades due to Registrar

Winter Intersession 2010-2011

Monday Winter intersession classes begin
Thursday Last date for dropping courses or
withdrawing from the University
Friday Winter Intersession classes end

Monday- 10:00 a.m. Final grades due to Registrar



January 10
January 11
January 12
January 12
January 14
January 17
January 20

March 7
March 21-25
March 28
March 30
April 25
April 28
May 2

May 6

May 6
May 9

May 9
May 12

May 20
May 23

Spring 2011

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Thursday

Monday - 10:00 a.m.
Monday - Friday
Monday

Wednesday

Monday

Thursday

Monday

Friday

Friday
Monday - 10:00 a.m.

Late Registration and Advising
Late Registration and Advising
Late Registration with penalty
Classes begin

Last date to apply for May graduation

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Last date of entrance and

course additions

Mid-semester grades due in

the Office of the Registrar
Spring vacation

Classes resume

Last date for dropping courses or
withdrawing from the University
Last date to change | grades in
the Office of the Registrar

Last day to register for

spring intersession classes

Final examinations begin
Semester ends

Commencement

Final grades due to Registrar

Spring Intersession 2011

Monday
Thursday

Friday
Monday — 10:00 a.m.

Spring intersession classes begin
Last date for dropping courses or
withdrawing from the University
Spring intersession classes end
Final grades due to Registrar



May 23
May 24
May 25

May 26
May 30
June 3

June 15

June 23
June 27

July 5
July 6
July 7

July 8
July 27

August 4
August 5
August 8

Summer 2011

First Term

Monday Advising and registration
Tuesday Classes begin
Wednesday Last date of entrance and
course additions

Thursday Last date to apply for August graduation
Monday Memorial Day
Friday Classes meet (make up for Memorial Day)
Wednesday Last date for dropping courses or
withdrawing from the University

Thursday First summer term ends
Monday - 10:00 a.m. Final grades due to Registrar

Summer 2011
Second Term

Tuesday Advising and registration
Wednesday Classes begin
Thursday Last date of entrance and
course additions

Friday Classes meet (make-up for Independence Day)
Wednesday Last date for dropping courses or
withdrawing from the University

Thursday Second summer term ends
Friday Commencement
Monday - 10:00 a.m. Final grades due to Registrar



Southern Arkansas University in Profile

Enrollment
Southern Arkansas University has an enrollment of approximately 3200 students. In the
fall 2009 semester there were 2,777 undergraduate students and 449 graduate students.

Faculty

Southern Arkansas University faculty are recognized experts in their fields, with many
having national and international reputations as scholars and researchers. In order to
maximize interaction between students and faculty, SAU maintains small class sizes in
most academic programs. Overall, the student to faculty ratio is 16 to 1 per class.

Library

Magale Library is a centrally located learning resource center containing more than
148,000 book volumes. The library has 80 computers for student use and provides
electronic access to more than 40 databases and over 21,000 full-text publications.
Library resources can be accessed through the library homepage at
library.southernarkansasuniversity.info. The Magale building also houses the Writing
Center and the education teacher department.

Honors College

Southern Arkansas University’s Honors College provides courses with small class sizes
that will both challenge and inspire students to achieve their academic and intellectual
potential. Students must have an ACT composite score of at least 26 in order to be
considered for admission into the Honors College. SAU students who have a grade point
average of 3.50 or higher may also apply for admission. Other criteria may also be used
to determine eligibility. Once accepted into the Honors College, students will be offered
general education courses created especially for them with small class sizes.

Honors College students will complete 9 credit hours of Honors College courses in the
general education core and will complete 15 hours of upper division course work. These
academic accomplishments will be acknowledged on the transcripts and diplomas of
Honors College graduates. Their academic achievement will also be recognized at
graduation.

Honors College students are awarded a $600 stipend per academic year.

For more information about the Honors College at Southern Arkansas University, contact
the Honors College, at epkardas@saumag.edu or (870) 235-4375.

Residential College

The Residential College is a selective living/learning community designed for freshmen
students that focuses on students’ academic and personal success through leadership
development, citizenship, and service learning. Eighty-two incoming freshmen are
selected each year from across the different academic colleges and live together in
Fincher Hall. To be eligible for the program, a student must be a beginning freshman,
have a composite ACT score of at least 22, and have leadership/volunteer experience in
high school. RC students also enroll in courses together during their first year at SAU
and take an active role in planning and initiating activities and service projects in their
residence hall and across campus. Members of the RC may apply to be a part of the
Sophomore Residential College after their first year at SAU.



Accreditation
Southern Arkansas University is accredited by the following entities:

AACSB International

The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business
777 South Harbour Island Boulevard, Suite 750

Tampa, FL 33602

(813) 769-6500 www.aacsb.edu

The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400

Chicago, IL 60602-2504

(312) 263-0456 or 800-621-7440

National Association of Schools of Music
11250 Roger Bacon Dr., Suite 21

Reston, VA 20190

(703) 437-0700 www.arts-accredit.org

National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education
NCATE

2010 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 500

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 466-7496

National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission
3343 Peachtree Road, NE, Suite 500

Atlanta, GA 30326

(404) 975-5000

Council on Social Work Education
1725 Duke Street, Suite 500
Alexandria, VA 22314-3457

(703) 519-2058 www.cswe.org

Commissions on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
2201 Double Creek Drive, Suite 5006

Round Rock, TX 87664

Phone - (512) 733-9700

Fax — (512) 733-9701



Memberships
SAU holds memberships in the following national organizations:

The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association
American Council on Education

American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
American Association for Higher Education and Accreditation
American Association of State Colleges and Universities

American Association of University Women

The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business International
National Association of Schools of Music

National Collegiate Athletic Association

National Collegiate Honors Council

National Commission on Accrediting

National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education
National Council of Educational Opportunity Associations
National League for Nursing

An Endowment
The Southern Arkansas University Foundation Endowment: The Key to Progress.

Endowments create a financial bridge for students in need, enhance academic and
athletic offerings, and ensure that programs and facilities are able to meet increased
curriculum and technology demands. Individuals, businesses, and civic organizations
have established over 800 endowments to strengthen the University through the SAU
Foundation. These endowments provide a steady stream of income that supports
students, faculty, and programs regardless of the ebb and flow of state funding and
grants.

As a perennial funding resource for the University, endowments are indispensable to
excellence. In fact, the size of an endowment is considered a measure of institutional
health because it reflects the value that donors place on the institution. Endowment gifts
from alumni and friends ensure SAU’s progress toward the Blue and Gold Vision.

Created in accordance with the wishes of the donors and the needs of the University,
endowments present a special opportunity to commemorate one’s own affection for SAU
or to honor or memorialize a family member, special teacher, or other individual with a
permanent fund that provides a named gift each year. The Foundation works with donors
to create opportunities in areas of the donor’s greatest interest, including a specific
school, department, or other campus entity.

State appropriations now provide less than 40 percent of the University’s budget, making
endowments critical for the pursuit of excellence. We ask you to consider beginning
your endowment today. Call the Office of Development (toll free) at 877-235-7409 and
ask for the Endowment Worksheet, visit us at www.saufoundation.org, or call 870-235-
4991 to visit with the executive director.



Athletics

SAU sports activities encompass individual and team events. Varsity teams compete in
the NCAA Division Il Gulf South Conference with men’s competition in baseball,
basketball, cross country, football, golf, and track and field; and women’s competition in
basketball, cross country, golf, softball, tennis, track and field, and volleyball. Men’s
and women’s rodeo teams also participate in intercollegiate competition. Intramural
activities are sponsored throughout the University year.

Entrance Requirements

Southern Arkansas University is committed to student success and will provide
admission opportunities utilizing multiple measures of academic preparedness.
Admission to SAU undergraduate and graduate programs is selective. Prospective
students should consult the specific academic program of their choice regarding specific
program admissions requirements.  Applicants for admission to all undergraduate
academic programs at SAU must submit to the SAU Office of Admissions
documentation of high school graduation or completion of the General Educational
Development (GED) Certificate, American College Test (ACT) scores, and
documentation fulfilling all other admission application requirements.

Degree Programs
Associate: agricultural science, business administration, chemistry, general studies,
industrial technology, and nursing.

Baccalaureate: accounting; agricultural business; agricultural education; agricultural
sciences; fine art (studio art or communications design); athletic training; biological
science; business administration (with major areas of emphasis or concentrations in
finance, general business, organizational management, management information systems
and marketing); chemistry; computer science; criminal justice; engineering-physics;
English (English education); exercise science; Foreign Language (Spanish and French
education); general science; general studies; history; human performance, recreation, and
community service (community service or sports management); early childhood
education (with focus areas in P-4 or P-4 inclusive; inclusive early childhood education
non-licensure; mass communication (digital media production or mass media);
mathematics; middle school education; music; music education; nursing; physical
education, wellness and leisure; political science; psychology; social work; sociology;
and theatre.

Minor: accounting; Africana studies; animal science; art history; Asian studies;
biological science; chemistry; computer science; criminal justice; digital media
production; education; English; exercise science; finance; fire science; French; general
business; geography; geology; communications design; health, kinesiology, and
recreation; history; horticulture; human performance, recreation, and community service;
juvenile justice; management information systems; marketing; mass media; mathematics;
music; organizational management, physics; plant science; political science; psychology;
religious studies; social work; sociology; Spanish; speech; studio art and theatre.

Pre-professional Programs: pre-architecture; pre-chiropractic; pre-dental hygiene; pre-
dentistry; pre-engineering; pre-forestry; pre-law; pre-medicine; pre-nuclear medicine
technology; pre-nursing; pre-occupational therapy; pre-optometry; pre-pharmacy; pre-
physical therapy; pre-radiological technology; pre-respiratory therapy; and pre-veterinary
science.



Professional Programs: CPA; CFP®; CMA; RN; and LPN to RN; RN-BSN; BSN.

School of Graduate Studies
The mission of the Southern Arkansas University School of Graduate Studies is to
prepare individuals for positions of leadership in a variety of professions by providing
advanced and specialized education. The curricula and instructional technologies are
designed to meet the needs of students in our region and to prepare them to compete in a
diverse and dynamic society.

The administration of the graduate school is vested in the Graduate Council and the dean
of the School of Graduate Studies. For more information about the School of Graduate
Studies, please see our Graduate Catalog available at http://www.saumag.edu/graduate/.

Degree Programs: Graduate study is offered in the following areas leading to the
master’s degree: mental health and clinical counseling (M.S.); student affairs and college
counseling (M.Ed.); school counseling (M.Ed.), (P-8/7-12); educational leadership
(building administrator P-8/7-12, also non-degree district administrator licensure
program available) (M.Ed.); education (M.Ed.) with emphasis areas: curriculum and
instruction (offered online) [P-12], special education: early childhood instructional
specialist [P-4]; special education instructional specialist [4-12]; gifted/talented [P-8/7-
12] and math [P-8/7-12]; kinesiology (M.S); library media and information specialist
(M.Ed.); master of science in computer and information science (M.S.C.1.); master of arts
in teaching (M.A.T.); master of public administration (M.P.A.); master of science in
agriculture (M.S.) and master of business administration (M.B.A.)

Student Activities

SAU has more than 100 student organizations active in campus activities and functions,
including a total of 15 national sororities and fraternities. For more information, contact
the Office of Student Activities at (870) 235-4925.

Student Housing

SAU has men’s, women’s and coed residence halls as well as the University Village
Apartments. Students should contact the Office of Housing for information by calling
(870) 235-4047.

General Information

Southern Arkansas University is located in Magnolia, which has a population of 11,766.
Magnolia is approximately 55 miles east of Texarkana, 80 miles northeast of Shreveport,
and 140 miles south of Little Rock. Magnolia is a growing, progressive town in the heart
of an agri-business, industrial, timber, and oil-producing area. The citizens of the region
have continually shown interest in SAU students by encouraging them to participate in
the civic and social life of the community.

Southern Arkansas University was founded as the Third District Agricultural School.
One of four such schools established by an Act of the Arkansas General Assembly in
1909, it opened in January 1911 as a district secondary school for southwest Arkansas.
In 1925, the state legislature authorized the school to add two years of college work to its
curriculum and to change its name to Agricultural and Mechanical College, Third
District. It carried both high school and junior college courses until 1937, at which time
the high school courses were discontinued. In the fall of 1949, the Board of Trustees,



exercising authority vested in it by the state legislature, decided to make the college into
a four-year, degree-granting institution. The Board authorized the adding of third-year
college courses to begin with the fall semester of 1950, and fourth-year or senior courses
to begin with the fall semester of 1951. By Act Eleven, January 24, 1951, the state
legislature changed the name of the institution to Southern State College. In 1975, the
college was approved and accredited to offer a master of education degree in selected
academic areas. The name was changed to Southern Arkansas University on July 9,
1976.

University Goals

Our graduates possess the knowledge and skills to be successful.

Our graduates understand their own and other societies and cultures.

Our graduates are prepared to be contributing members of their communities.
Our graduates communicate effectively.

Our graduates understand the process of making informed and ethical decisions.

Our graduates utilize appropriate quantitative skills in making decisions.

N g o~ w D

Our graduates use technology effectively.

Revised spring, 2005

Admissions and Enrollment Information

Admissions

All students who register for credit classes at SAU must be officially admitted to the
University. All questions about the admissions process should be addressed to the Office
of Admissions, which receives and processes all undergraduate applications and issues
letters of admission to qualified applicants.

First-time Freshman Admission
To apply for admission as an undergraduate student at Southern Arkansas University, an
entering freshman must submit the following:

1. Application for admission;
2. ACT scores; and
3. High school transcript or GED certificate showing graduation date.

After being admitted, an entering freshman must submit the following:

1. Registration Demographic Form;
2. Medical immunization forms; and
3. Other information as requested by the Office of Admissions.

An application for a residence hall room, along with a $50 deposit, must also be
submitted by those students required to live in a campus residence.

Unconditional Admission for Beginning Students: Beginning students who have ACT
scores of 19 or higher on the English, mathematics, and reading parts of the ACT




examination, and who have graduated from high school, will be admitted unconditionally
to Southern Arkansas University.

Beginning with the 2002-2003 academic year, any public school student who
graduated from a public high school (in-state or out-of-state) after May 1, 2002,
must have successfully completed the core curriculum, recommended by the State
Board of Education with a minimum grade point average of 2.00 on a 4.00 scale to
be eligible for unconditional admission [Act 1290 of 1997 (ACA 6-60-208), amended
by Act 520 of 1999].

Conditional Admission for Beginning Students: Beginning students who do not qualify
for unconditional admission but who have earned a composite ACT score of 16 or higher
or are ranked in the top quarter of their graduating class will be conditionally admitted to
Southern Arkansas University.

Conditional Admission requires completion of 12 semester hours of core academic
courses and any necessary remedial courses with a cumulative grade point average of
2.00 within the first 30 semester hours of college level credit. Failure to do so may result
in academic suspension, academic probation, or limiting the course enrollment for
subsequent semesters. Core courses are defined as courses required in the General
Education block in the Southern Arkansas University General Catalog.

Students admitted conditionally must successfully complete all developmental courses
they are required to take in a regular and consistent manner. The four developmental
courses are college reading, fundamentals of writing, fundamentals of mathematics, and
intermediate algebra. Successful completion in a regular and consistent manner means
that required developmental courses be taken each semester the student is registered. If
two or more developmental courses are required, the student must register for at least two
developmental courses during the first semester (fundamentals of mathematics and
intermediate algebra cannot be taken concurrently).

PLACEMENT EQUIVALENT CHART
ACT | Asset Compass SAT
Composition | 19 45 75 470 Verbal
College Algebra 19 39 41 460 Math
Intermediate Algebra 18 34-38 35-40 440-459 Math
Fundamentals of Math 1-17 1-36 1-34 Below 44 Math
College Reading 1-18 1-42 1-81 470 Verbal

GED, Home School, Private and Charter School Graduates: These students are admitted
by virtue of their ACT scores as specified above.

Non-Traditional Students: Students who are 25 years of age or older are admitted
regardless of their ACT scores, but they must submit ACT scores to determine whether
they must take developmental courses.

Core Curriculum Requirements for Unconditional Admission

English: Four units with emphasis on writing skills, not to include courses in oral
communications, journalism, drama or debate.

Natural Science: Three units, with laboratories, chosen from physical science, biology,
chemistry, or physics. Only one unit may come from a life science.



Mathematics: Four units, including Algebra I and I, geometry, and an advanced math
course. It is strongly recommended that students take a math course during their senior
year.

Social Studies: Three units, including one of American history (does not include
contemporary American history), one of world history (not to include world cultures,
world geography, or global studies), and at least one-half unit of civics or American
government (not to include courses in practical arts).

Note: These requirements differ slightly from the core curriculum requirements for the
Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship.

Students not seeking a degree may be admitted at the discretion of the director of
admissions. In addition, any applicant has the right to appeal to the Admissions Appeal
Committee.

Transfer Students Admissions

All entering transfer students are required to submit a formal application for admission.
An official transcript from each college attended must also be mailed directly from the
institution(s) to the Office of Admissions. Official copies of all transcripts must be on
file in the Office of Admissions before a decision on admission can be made. A transfer
student with fewer than 24 semester hours may also be required to enroll in college
reading and freshman seminar.

All of the following specific regulations apply:

1. Transfer students must be in good standing with the institution they last attended in
order to be eligible for admission to Southern Arkansas University.

2. Transfer students who have attempted 1-14 semester hours must meet the
admission standards for beginning freshmen. If they have a cumulative grade point
average of less than 1.00 (on a 4.00 scale), their admission is subject to approval of
the director of admissions.

3. Transfer students who have attempted 15-29 semester hours must have a
cumulative grade point average of 1.50 or higher (on a 4.00 scale) to be considered
for admission.

4.  Transfer students who have attempted 30 or more semester hours must have a
cumulative grade point average of 2.00 or higher (on a 4.00 scale) to be considered
for admission.

5. Transfer students must provide transcripts indicating the courses equivalent to
Composition | and college algebra have been successfully completed with grades
of C or higher or submit ACT, SAT, Compass, or ASSET scores for placement
purposes.

6.  Transfer students who are 25 years of age or older are admitted regardless of ACT,
SAT, or ASSET scores, but they must submit ACT, SAT, Compass, or ASSET
scores for placement.



7. The hours earned at any accredited institution will be posted to the SAU transcript,
but the grade point average earned at those institutions will not be used to calculate
the cumulative grade point average.

8.  Only courses with grades of C or higher will transfer. Applications from transfer
students who do not meet the above requirements and have been out of college for
at least one year will be reviewed by the director of admissions for special
consideration. In addition, any applicant has the right to appeal to the Admissions
Appeal Committee.

All entering transfer students with fewer than 24 semester hours must provide an official
copy of their high school transcript or GED certificate and a copy of each ACT or SAT
taken.

No transfer students may disregard their academic records at other institutions they have
previously attended. All records should be evaluated before registering at SAU, or the
students will have to accept the consequences of enrolling in duplicate courses or failing
to enroll in required courses.

Students transferring from two-year collegiate institutions (including SAU Tech) may
transfer a maximum of 68 semester hours to SAU, but the grade point average earned
at those institutions will not be used to calculate the cumulative grade point average.

All transfer work will be evaluated by the dean of the appropriate college and the Office
of the Registrar. Courses taken at a lower-division level which are offered at the upper-
division level at SAU cannot be accepted for degree credit unless validated
satisfactorily. The validation procedure to be used for particular courses will be
determined by the appropriate dean. Validated courses will be accepted at the level at
which credit was earned and not at the level at which the course was validated. Upper-
level credit is not awarded for courses taken at a lower level. In some majors, additional
upper-level hours will be required to meet the 40-hour requirement for upper-level credit.
For a course to count towards graduation requirements, proof of its validation must be on
file in the Office of the Registrar by the last day to register for classes during the
semester or summer term of graduation. Any hours remaining after the residency
requirement for the SAU campus has been met must be completed at an accredited senior
institution.

A maximum of six hours of religion will be accepted for degree credit if approved by the
appropriate dean.

To be admitted to SAU, transfer students must be eligible to re-enter the institution they
last attended.

Transfer students who hold the associate of arts, associate of science, or associate of
arts in teaching: ACT 182 of 2009 was passed by the Arkansas General Assembly to
make the AA, AS and AAT degrees fully transferable among higher education
institutions in Arkansas. Arkansas institutions offering approved associate degrees for
transfer under ACT 182 are listed on the Arkansas Department of Higher Education
website (www.adhe.edu). These degrees from Arkansas institutions include credits
fulfilling the state minimum general education core, providing for the seamless transfer




of credit hours for the degree holders.  Except for additional requirements related to the
student’s major or university regulations, no additional lower division general education
courses will be required. An advisor from the major or program will assist students with
their continued course of study.

This agreement does not address specific degree requirements, such as major or minor
courses, outside of the general education component. Students planning to transfer
should choose elective courses based on the specific degree requirements at the
institution from which they expect to receive the baccalaureate degree.  Transfer
students holding the AA, AS, or AAT with a cumulative grade point average of 2.00 or
higher on a 4.00 scale will be accepted for transfer subject to the following conditions:

1. Remedial course grades will not be computed in the cumulative grade point
average for purposes of admission to a four-year institution.

2. Courses taken to satisfy the associate of arts degree requirements must have a
grade of C or higher to transfer to a four-year institution.

3. Degree and program requirements (catalog rights) for students who transfer from a
two-year institution to a four-year institution under this agreement will be
determined in the same manner as if their initial enroliment had been at the four-
year institution.

4.  Calculation of the overall grade point average for purposes of graduation and
awarding of honors is left to the discretion of the institution granting the degree or
award.

International Students Admissions
Students from outside the United States must submit the following:

1.  Evidence that they are academically eligible to attend universities in their own
country;

2. Evidence that their ability to read, write, speak, and understand English is
sufficient to enable them to profit from their courses;

3. Evidence that they have adequate financial resources for their university education;

4.  Evidence that they have and will continue to have adequate medical insurance
during their enroliment at SAU.

International students who have graduated with a G.E.D. in the United States or a degree
(high school, bachelor’s, or master’s degree) from an accredited school in the United
States or another English-speaking country must meet the same admission requirements
as U.S. students. Other English-speaking countries include Anguilla, Antigua/Barbuda,
Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, British Guyana, Cameroon
(West/English-speaking), Canada (except Quebec), Cayman Islands, Dominica, Falkland
Islands, Fiji, Grenada, Guam, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica/other West Indies, Liberia,
Montserrat, New Zealand, South Africa (English schools), St. Helena, St. Kitts and
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad-Tobago, Turks and Caico Isle, United Kingdom,
and the Virgin Islands.
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For other international students, the English language requirement of SAU will be met
when the applicant has submitted proof of ONE of the following:

A score of 61 or higher on the internet TOEFL;

A score of 500 or higher on the written TOEFL;

A score of 173 or higher on the computerized TOEFL;

A composite score of Band 5.5 on the IELTS (International English Language

Testing System);

5. Completion of Level 109 at an ELS Language Center or completion of an
equivalent intensive English language program from an accredited college or
university within the United States;

6. A score of 410 on the SAT Critical Reading component OR a score of 19 on the

ACT English.

el N S

New international undergraduate students (*except those who have scores of 410 on the
SAT verbal or 19 on the ACT English) must take the residual ACT prior to registration
for classes to assess their English skills for placement purposes. An additional placement
exam may also be offered to ensure proper advisement into appropriate English courses.

When international students have been officially admitted to Southern Arkansas
University, a Form 1-20, properly signed, will be sent to them.

Completed applications must reach the University by July 1 for students planning to
enroll for the fall semester, November 1 for those planning to enroll for the spring
semester, and April 1 for those planning to enroll for summer sessions. A $35 fee must
accompany each application. This fee is non-refundable.

Pre-payment Policy for International Students: Government regulations and banking
practices change as countries attempt to meet domestic and foreign needs in the world
economy. Sometimes these changes make it difficult or impossible for students
attending SAU to transfer funds in a timely manner to pay for their educational expenses.
Any delay results in international students arriving without the ability to pay for their
expenses. This situation is unfair both to students and to the University.

Twice each year, the International Student Office will review the situation in each
country from which applications are received and will prepare a list of countries that are
having difficulty with transfers of funds out of their country. This list will be sent
through channels to the president for approval.

If accepted, students coming from countries on this list will be required to prepay one
full semester prior to arrival.

Non-Degree Student Status

An individual who wishes to take college courses for credit but who does not necessarily
intend to earn a degree may be admitted to the University as a non-degree student by
permission following an interview with the dean of enrollment services.  Non-degree
students receive college credit for work successfully completed at SAU; but, if they
decide to work toward a degree, they must complete a Change of Status Form at the
Office of Admissions for conversion to regular student status and satisfy all entrance
requirements for a regular student. The non-degree student classification is especially
useful for the adult who wishes to take some college work for personal enrichment or
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job-related benefits. Students are encouraged to contact an advisor after 24 hours of
work as a non-degree student for consultation on whether to change to regular student
status. Non-degree students taking a math or English course must take the ACT or SAT
test for placement. Non-degree students who carry a full load are subject to placement in
the Academic Opportunities Program.

Requirements Which May Not Be Delayed
Full-time students must complete the following three graduation requirements at the time
prescribed below:

1. Full-time students whose ACT test scores or equivalent fall into any of the
categories listed below must enroll in the appropriate General Studies reading,
writing, and math every semester until they have successfully completed these

courses:
Reading 18 and below
English 18 and below
Mathematics 18 and below

2. All full-time students must enroll in a writing course each semester until they have
completed ENGL 1123, English Composition 1.

3. All full-time students must enroll in a mathematics course each semester until they
have completed MATH 1023, College Algebra.

Course Credit Transfer

Academic course credits transferred from regionally accredited colleges and universities
and accepted by Southern Arkansas University will be posted to the student’s SAU
transcript. Only courses with an earned grade of C or higher will be accepted for transfer
credit. Transfer course credit will not be included in calculating the student’s cumulative
SAU grade point average.

Academic Bankruptcy for Returning Southern Arkansas University-Magnolia
(SAU-M) Students

A Southern Arkansas University-Magnolia undergraduate student who has not been
enrolled in any college or university for a period of at least three years (36 months)
immediately preceding the intended enrollment at Southern Arkansas University may file
for academic bankruptcy. The student must apply for and declare academic bankruptcy
at the time of admission to SAU or within the first semester or term of enrollment. The
following criteria will apply only to course work attempted at SAU-M :

1. The academic bankruptcy policy will be limited to semesters or terms completed
during any consecutive 12-month period.

2. The student will forfeit the use of all college or university credits earned during any
declared academic bankrupt semester or term.

3. A declaration of academic bankruptcy may be exercised once in a student’s
academic career, and the declaration is final and irreversible.

4. A student who declares academic bankruptcy must be an undergraduate student
seeking the initial undergraduate degree.
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5. The notation "academic bankruptcy” and the date will be noted on the student’s
permanent record for each declared academic bankrupt semester or term.

6. The credits will appear on the student’s permanent record or transcript, but no
courses in any declared academic bankrupt semester or term will be used in
computing the student’s grade point average.

7. Policies related to academic bankruptcy pertain only to Southern Arkansas
University, Magnolia, and may not be honored by other universities for admittance
to undergraduate programs, admittance to graduate schools, or admittance to
professional schools.

8. All semesters or terms, including any semester or term of declared academic
bankruptcy, will count toward athletic certification.
